ORDERS 

AND 


ORDINANCES, 

FOR 

The  better  government  of  the  Holpitall 

of  Bartholomew  the  lefle. 


As  Also 

Orders  ena&edfor  Orphans  and 

their  Portions. 

M  D  LX xx. 


Together  Tfritb 

A  Briefc  Discourse  of  the  laudable 
Cuftomes  of  L  0  2^  D  0  2^. 


fffff 


L  O  N  D  O  N, 

Printed  by  James  Flesher, 
Printer  to  that  Honourable  City,  1652. 


9^337 


T reface  to  the  Header. 

He  wickednefs  of  report  at  this  day  ,  good 
Reader,  is  grown  to  fuch  rancknefs ,  that 
nothing  almoft  is  able  to  defend  it  felfe 
againft  the  venime  thereof ;  but  that  ei¬ 
ther  with  open  flander,  or  privy  whifper- 
ing,it  fhall be  fo  undermined,that  it  (hall 
neither  have  the  good  fuccefs,  v/hich 
otherwife  it  might ,  nay  the  thanks  which  for  the  worthinefs 
it  ought.  It  is  better  known  by  report  unto  the  number, 
then  weighed  in  effeft  almoft  to  any,  that  for  the  reliefe  of 
the  fore,  and  fick  of  the  City  of  London  ,  it  pleafed  the  Kings 
Majefty  of  famous  memory  Henry  the  eight  (father  to  this 
our  moft  dread  Soveraign  Lord  now  reigning)  to  eredt  an 
Hofpitall  in  weft-Smithfield,  for  the  continuall  reliefe  and 
help  of  an  hundred  fore  and  difeafed.  And  the  fame  en¬ 
dowed  with  the  yeerly  revenues  of  five  hundred  Marks ,  to 
give  unto  the  faid  City  and  Citizens  conditionally,  that  they 
alfo  for  their  part,  ftiould  adde  other  five  hundred  Marks  by 
theyeer.  Which  thing  with  all  due  thankfulnefs,  they  recei¬ 
ved  at  his  Majefties  hands :  And(for  that  they  faw  it  proceed 
from  his  Highnefs,  as  well  of  moft  charitable  zeal  toward  the 
afflided  members,  and  his  brethren  in  Chrift,  as  of  afingular 
favour  toward  the  City)  very  gladly  embraced  the  condition. 
Thinking  it  for  their  parts  rather  too  little  then  enough.  But 
when  they  had  taken  fuch  furvey  thereof,  as  was  convenient 
for  them  in  this  cafe  to  do  :  Although  the  Kings  Majefties  en¬ 
dowment  was  after  the  rate  of  his  Highnefs  moft  gracious 
gift,  yet  found  they  the  nature  of  the  fame,  and  the  ftatc  of 
the  whole,  farre  under  that  that  they  at  the  firft  had  hoped* 
The  raifingof  this  five  hundred  Mark- rent,  to  lye  onely  in  a 
certain  of  houfes,  fome  in  great  decay  ,  and  fome  rotten  rui¬ 
nous  ;  And  fome  other  to  whom  better  Tenants  had  happen- 
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cd,  already  leafed  out  at  term,  and  rent  fcant  reafonable  for 
the  behoof  of  the  poor.  So  that  firfi:  to  make  them  again 
worth  the  wonted  revenue,  and  then  to  continue  them  in  the 
fame,  was  no  fmall  charge,  and  the  help  thereunto,  which  out 
of  the  better  repaired  might  have  grown,  was  by  the  former 
leafes  and  rentings  prevented.  In  the  Hofpitall  it  felfe  (be- 
fidethe  penfions  ilfuingoutof  the  (aid  five  hundredMarks,and 
granted  by  the  Letters  Patents  of  his  faid  Highnefs  to  the 
Hofpitaller  there  and  to  other  the  Miniflers  of  the  fame)  was 
found  fo  much  of  houfliold  implements  and  Ruffe,  toward 
the  fuccouring  of  this  hundred  poor,  as  fufficed  three  or  four 
Harlots,  then  lying  in  childe-bed  ,  and  no  more  ,  yea,  barely 
fo  much,  if  but  neceflary  cleanlinefs  were  regarded  ,  fo  farre 
had  the  godly  meaning  of  the  gracious  King  beenabufed  at 
at  thofe  dayes ;  and  yet  was  little  then  fmelled  and  lefs  talked 
of.  The  good  Citizens  neverthelefs  not  fo  much  difeouraged 
with  others  cvill  doings  ,  and  the  great  fall  of  their  hope,  as 
moved  with  the  duty  of  their  enterprife  and  godly  regard,  not 
to  their  own  poor  and  afflifted  onely,  but  to  all  other  fore 
and  difeafed,  which  daily  out  of  all  quarters  of  the  Realm 
refort  to  the  City  (as  into  a  commune  receipt  and  refuge  of 
their  mifery)  proceeded  with  fuch  fpeed  as  they  could  to  the 
redrefs  ofallthefe  decayes,  diforders  and  defaults  •  and  be¬ 
llowed  thereabout  above  their  covenant  of  five  hundred 
Marks  yeerly,  for  their  welcomming  and  beginning  not  much 
lefs  then  a  thoufand  pounds, whereby  (together  with  other 
their  good  endevours)  when  they  had  won  it  to  fuch  point, 
that  it  was  fit  to  receive  the  number ,  and  to  fuccour  the  fame 
with  all  neceffaries  requifite,  and  in  fuch  cafenecdfull,and  had 
indeed  received,  and  daily  maintained  it  at  the  full;  certain 
bufie  bodies  more  ready  to  efpy  occafion  how  to  blame  other, 
then  skilfull  how  to  redrefs  things  blame-worthy  indeed, yea, 
I  fear  me  having  all  their  zeal  in  their  tongue  onely,  not  con¬ 
tented  privately  one,  and  another,  among  their  neighbours  to 
hinder  the  profit  of  the  poor,  and  to  (lander  the  good  Citi¬ 
zens  occupied  thereabout, rounded  into  the  eares  of  the  Prea¬ 
chers  alfo  ,  their  tender  confideration.  Who  being  lefs  cir- 
eumfpeft  in  crediting  their  matter  miniftrers  then  to  men  of 
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fuch  calling  appertaineth  :  and  thinking  peradventure  ifithe 
City  had  done  their  duty  herein,  this Hofpitall  fhould  have 
made  a  generall  fweep  of  all  poor  and  afflidted:  As  though 
this  privy  backbiting,  could  not  fo  fufficiently  and  weightily 
fet  forth  this  enormity  of  the  Citizens,  as  feemed  behovefull 
for  the  querele  of  charity  ,  took  upon  them  to  give  fpeed  and 
authority  to  the  thing, each  after  his  manner.So  that  the  good 
Citizens ,  which  now  for  thefe  five  yeers  fpace,  have  fhunned 
for  no  loathfomenefsj  to  adminifter  thereliefe  without  other 
gain  then  that  Jefus  Chrift  God  and  man,  promifeth  ,  and 
will  undoubtedly  pay,  have  here  received  nothing  elfebut 
for  a  commune  benefit,  an  open  detraction,  and  the  poor  (as 
(hall  afterward  appear)  a  larger  hinderance.  Where  in  the 
mean  feafon  notwithftanding,  there  have  been  healed  of  the 
Pocks.Fiftulaes,  filthy  Blains  and  Sores,  to  the  number  of  eight 
hundred ,  and  thence  fafe  delivered  ,  that  other  having  need 
might  enter  in  their  room.  Befide  eight  fcore  and  twelve, 
that  have  there  forfaken  this  life,  in  their  intolerable  miferies 
and  griefes ,  which  elfe  might  have  dyed  ,  and  ftunck  in  the 
eyes  and  nofes  of  the  City,  for  all  thefe  charity  tenderers,  if 
this  placehad  not  vouched  fafe  to  become  a  pump  alone ,  to 
cafe  a  commune  abhorring.  Wherein  although  they  have  at 
all  hands  fo  well  deferved  ,  that  hard  it  were  with  the  mod 
favourable  report  to  requite  it ,  yet  for  that  they  look  for 
their  reward  another  where,  contented  to  pafs  that  in  filence: 
It  may  j'uftly  be  anfwered  to  all  fuch  charity  proftours ,  that 
if  they  well  weighed  thefe  things  already  alledged  ,  and  the 
wages  of  the  Chirurgions,  and  fuch  officers  and  fervants,  as 
needfully  are  attendant  about  the  poor,  the  charges  of  bed¬ 
ding  and  (hiftfor  fo  many  fore,  and  difeafed  ;  and  the  excef- 
five  prices  of  all  things  at  this  day,  they  might  bothmarvell 
how  fo  many  are  there  relieved,  and  daily  maintained  :  And 
with  repentance,  of  that  they  have  miffaid ,  endevour  them- 
felves  with  as  much  good  report  and  praife,  to  advance  both 
the  deed  and  the  dooers,  to  wipe  away  the  flander ,  as  they 
have  to  hinder  them  both  by  the  contrary.  But  for  as  much 
as  it  is  doubtfull,  whether  they  will  do  as  they  may,  and  of 
confcience  are  bounden,  and  the  flander  is  fo  wide  fpred,  that 
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a  narrow  remedy  cannot  amend  it:  It  is  thought  good  to  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  this  City  of  London,  as  chief  Patron  and  Go* 
vernour  of  this  Hofpitall ,  in  the  name  of  the  City  ,  topub- 
lifh  at  this  prefent  the  overfeers  and  orders  by  him  appointed; 
and  from  time  to  time  pra&ifed ,  and  ufed  by  twelve  of  the 
Citizens  mod:  ancient  in  their  courfes,  as  at  large  in  thepro- 
cefs  fliall  appear,partly  for  the  day  and  redrefs  of  fuch  (lander, 
and  partly  for  that  it  might  be  an  open  witnefs ,  and  know¬ 
ledge  unto  all  men,  how  things  are  adminiftred  there,  and 
by  whom.  Wherein  if  any  man  judge  more  to  be  fet  forth 
in  word,  then  in  deed  is  followed,  there  be  means  to  refolve 
him.  But  if  there  be  notfo  much  fet  forth  as  is  expedient,  (as 
what  thing  at  the  firfl  can  attain  to  the  top  of  perfedncfs?)  or 
that  any  man  fpieth  ,  ought  in  this  order  worthy  to  bee  re¬ 
formed,  he  (hall  not  need  to  cry  it  at  the  Crofs ,  but  fhall 
finde  thofe  at  the  Hofpitall,  that  both  gladly  will  and  may 
reform  it.  And  where  yet  by  fuch  means  occafion  is  found, 
astofore  wasfignified,  to  withdraw  mens  charities,  byreafon 
that  it  is  thought  but  folly  to  beftow  more  reliefe  where  there 
is  enough,  for  the  number  already  :  The  City  of  their  endlefs 
good  will  toward  this  mod  necefTary  fuccour  of  their  poor 
brethren  inChrift,  although  at  the  firfl:  they  feemed  bound 
to  the  precife  number  of  an  hundred  ,  and  no  more,  wifh  all 
men  to  be  moft  afluredly  perfwaded,  that  if  by  any  means 
pofiible  they  might,  they  defire  to  enlarge  the  benefit  to  a 
thoufand,as  ordinary  as  at  this  day  the  hundred  are.  Finally, 
they  wi(h  that  all  Almoifners  and  Houfes  of  Almoife,  known 
either  by  the  name  of  Hofpitall,  or  Savoy, might  by  thefe  their 
doings ,  bee  provoked  to  like  endevour  and  benefit  to  the 
poor,  that  what  one  is  not  able  alone  to  fuccour,  the  other 
might  in  fellowfliip  fupply  ,  at  this  time  namely  when  the 
mifery  of  the  poor  moft  bufily  feemeth  to  awake.  The 
Lord  Jefus,  kindle  in  us  all,  that  faith  that  work- 
eth  by  love ,  that  we  may  indeed  put  on  Chrift  our 
righteoufncfs  before  God,  and  not  fuffer  him  to  lye  up 
in  Prefle  ,  that  lecketh  to  be  worn ,  to  the  glory  of  his  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  ours ,  and  to  the  Teftimony  of  our  hope  laid 
up  in  him.  Amen. 
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Divifion  of  the  Governours, 

and  Officers  :  the  Names ,  and  * 

Nature  of  them  both. 


T  behoveth  firft  to  underftand  for  the  more 
evidentnefs  of  that  that  followeth  ,  that 
there  are  in  this  adminiftration,  two  forts, 
orkindesof  men.  The  one  called  Go- 
*  vernours  (  by  a  name  proper  to  their  Au¬ 
thority)  placed  there  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  as  Patron  of 
this  Hofpitall  :  And  the  other  called  Officers,  that  for 
wages  are  hired ,  for  to  have  the  necefiary  doings  in  the 
fervice  of  the  houfe  and  the  poor. 

The  Governours  fo  change,  that  the  one  halfere- 
maineth  two  yeers  in  their  governance ,  to  help  and  in- 
tod  the  later  elected,  which  alfo  become  In  ft  ruders 
to  their  followers.  And  thefe  are  in  number  twelve 
whereof  four  are  Aldermen  -  and  the  refidue  Commu- 
ners ,  and  according  to  their  governance,  thus  are  they 
named. 

The  Prefident,  alway  the  Seniour  Alderman. 

Surveyors  four,  two  Aldermen,  and  two  Comm  li¬ 
ners. 

Almoifners  four,  one  Alderman,  and  three  Commu- 
ners. 
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The  Treafurer  a  Communcr. 

Scrutiners,  two,  both  Communers. 

The  Officers  are  feven  in  number,  continuable  or  re¬ 
movable,  as  the  governours  (hall  finde  caufe,  and  bee 
thus  called. 

'The  Hofpiteler. 

The  Renter  Clerk. 

The  Butler. 

*  ^The  Porter. 

The  Matron. 

The  Sifters,  twelve. 

T he  Byddles,  eight. 

Thefe  are  alfo  as  in  a  kinde  by  themfelves,  three  Chi- 
rurgians  in  the  wages  of  the  Hofpitall,  giving  daily  at¬ 
tendance  upon  the  cures  of  the  poor. 

And  a  Minifter  named  the  vifitour  of  Newgate ,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  office  and  charge. 

The  Governours  are  alwayes  elected  by  the  Lord 
Maior  and  his  brethren ,  who  yeerly  ele&eth  fix,  that  is 
to  fay,  two  Aldermen,  and  four  Commoners,  which 
are  admitted  into  the  Hofpitall,  after  this  manner. 

The  whole  Company  of  the  twelve  old  Governours, 
fitting  in  Aftembly  together ,  caufe  their  Clerk  to  read 
unto  the  fix  newly  elected ,  the  charge  hereafter  fol¬ 
lowing. 

The  Charge. 

*  •  .4 

IT  may  pleafe  you  to  underftand,  that  yee  are  here 
elected  and  cliofen,  as  fellow  governours  of  this  Ho¬ 
fpitall,  to  continue  by  the  fpace  of  two  yeers :  By  all 
which  time  according  to  fuch  laudable  degrees  and  or¬ 
dinances 
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dinances  as  haveBeen  *  and  fliall  be  m^de  by  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  Lord  Maior  chiefe  Patron  hereof,  in  the 
name  of  the  City,  and  the  content  of  the  governours 
for  the  time  being,  all  your  other  bufinefs  let  apart  as 
much  as  youpombly  may  :ye  fliall  endevour  your  felves 
to  attend  onely  upon  the  needfull  doings  of  this  houfe, 
with  fuch  a  loving  and  carefull  diligence ,  as  fhall  be¬ 
come  the  faithfull  Minifters  of  God,  whom  ye  chiefly 
in  this  vocation  are  appointed  to  ferve  •,  and  to  whom 
for  your  negligences  or  defaults  herein  ye  fliall  render 
an  accompt.  For  truly  ye  cannot  be  blamelefs  before 
God,  if  after  you  have  let  hand  to  this  good  plough, and 
promifed  your  diligence  to  the  poor ,  ye  fliall  contrary- 
wife  turn  your  head  backward,  and  not  perform  the 
fuccour  that  Chrifl:  looketh  for  at  your  hands .,  and  hath 
witnefled  to  be  done  to  himfelfe ,  with  thefe  words: 
W hatfoever  ye  do  to  one  of  thefe  needy  perfons  for  my 
names  fake,  the  fame  ye  do  unto  me.  And  contrary- 
wife, if  ye  negleft  and  defpife  them ,  ye  defpife  me. 
We  therefore  require  and  defire  every  of  you,  on  Gods 
behalfe,  and  in  nis  moll  holy  name ,  that  ye  endevour 
your  felves  to  the  beft  of  your  wits  and  powers,  fo  to 
comfort,  order,  and  govern  this  houfe,  and  the  poor 
thereof,  that  at  the  laft  day ,  ye  may  appear  before  the 
face  of  God ,  as  true  and  faithfull  Stewards,  and  difoo- 
fers  of  all  fuch  things,  as  fliall  for  the  comfort  and  luc- 
cour  of  them,  (during  the  time  of  your  office)  be  com¬ 
mitted  to  your  credite  and  charge.  And  this  to  do  wee 
require  you,  faithfully  to  promife  in  rhe  fight  of  God, 
and  hearing  of  your  brethren.  And  fo  doing  we  here 
admit  you  into  our  fellowfhip. 

That  done  and  the  new  elected  confenting,  and  yeeld- 
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ing  themfelves  to  the  charge,  the  half  of  the  governours 
that  have  already  fulfilled  their  two  yeers  governance, 
to  ftand  apart :  and  the  other  half  that  fhall  remain  with 
the.  new  elected  ,.  to  take  them  by  the  hands  after  their 
degrees,  andfo  admit  them,  andnot  to  depart  fellow¬ 
ship,  before  they  have  dined  together  all  wholly,  as  well 
thofe  that  come  new,  asthofethat  have  governed  their 
time,  and  thofe.  that. remain ,  every  man  at  his  own  coffc 
and  charge.. 

The  fprefident. 


HPHe  Prefident  of  this  Hofpitall,  is  chiefe  Ruler  and 
Governour  of  the  fame,  under  the.  Lord  Maior,. 
who  hath  authority  from  time  to  time,  toconvocate 
and  call  together  all  the  Governours  for  matters  con¬ 
cerning  the  maintenance ,  and  good  ordering  of  the 
poor,  and  to,  demand  of  every  of.  them,  the  account, 
of  their  doings  in  their  feverall  offices  *,  and  with  the.  af- 
fent  and  confent  of  the  faid  Governours ,  to  grant  Lea- 
fes,  and  Fees ,  and  make  neceftary  decrees  ,^and  ordi¬ 
nances,. 

The  Treafurer  and  his  Charge, 


A  LI  the  Treafure  of  this  houfe ,  is  committed  to  your 
•^"“charge,  that  is  to  fay,  all  fuch  money  as  lhall  rife  and 
grow,  either  by  rents, or  by  gifts  to  the  ufe.  of  this  houfe, 
of  the  which  ye  fliall  keep  a  rrueand  a  juft  account. 
And  it  fliall  not  be  lawfull  for  you  to  pay  any  manner  of 
perfon,.  any  fum  or  fums  of  money,  (except  it  be  to  the 
Steward  of  this  houfe,  for  the  vi<ft  nailing  of  thefame; 
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and  the  ordinary  fees  and  wages  that  goeth  out  thereof: ) 
but  ye  lhall  firft  have  the  names  of  thofe  perfons  fub- 
fcribed  to  the  faid  fum  of  money,  under  whofe  office  and 
charge  fuch  payment  (hall  happen  to  rife  and  grow ,  or 
the  names  of  the  moft  part  of  them. 

Ye  fhall  alfo  keep  one  feverall  account  between  the 
Renter  and  you ,  by  which  may  appear,  not  onelythe 
charge  of  the  faid  Renter  and  his  arrerages ,  but  alfo 
whether  the  rents  of  the  lands  pertaining  to  the  faid 
houfe,  encreafe  or  decay. 

Ye  fhall  alfo  yeerly  tne  20.  day  of  otfober  (within  this 
Hofpitall)  yeeld  and  giveup  in  writing  unto  thePrefi- 
dent,&  Governours  of  the  fame,  a  true  and  aperfetft  ac¬ 
count  of  younyholecharge, during  the  yeer  of  your  trea- 
furerfl'ap  *  and  then  the  faid  Prefident  and  Governours, 
fhall  name  and  appoint  among  themfelves  four  to  be  au- 
ditours  for  fame.  And  the  fecond  day  of  November 
next  following,  ye  fhall  likewife  refort  to  the  faid  Hofpi¬ 
tall,  at  the  houre  of  eight  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon, 
that  ye  may  then  anfwer  and  clear  your  account,  if  any 
doubts  or  faults  fhall  happen  to  ariie  or  be  found  by  the 
auditors  of  the  fame.  And  the  fame  day,  then  and  there 
ye  fhall  declare  unto  the  new  T reafurer  that  fhall  be  ap¬ 
pointed,  the  whole  courfe  and  ftate  of  the  affaires ,  pro¬ 
fits,  and  commodities  of  this  houfe ,  in  as  large  fort  as  ye 
poffibly  can ,  and  deliver  unto  him  all  fuch  fums  of  mo¬ 
ney  due  to  the  houfe ,  as  fhall  then  reft  in  your  hands, 
ana  all  fuch  acquitances ,  rentalls ,  and  other  writings* 
as  neceftarily  fhall  appertain  to  the  affaires  of  the  faid 
houfe.  And  the  fame  day  to  dine  within  the  faid  Ho¬ 
fpitall,  with  the  Governours  thereof.  And  in  re- 
compence  of  your  pains,  ye  fhall  be  affured  of  the  mer- 
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cieslayed  up  for  you  in  the  promifes ,  and  bloud  of  Jefu 
Chrift  our  Saviour. 

SurVeiours. 

1  TNto  you  is  committed  the  view  of  all  the  Lands,  and 
^Leafes  pertaining  unto  this  houfe,  as  well  fuch  as 
heretofore  have  been  granted  ,  as  alfo  hereafter  (hall  be 
granted  *  and  ye  (hall  caufe  the  fame  to  be  regiftred  in 
the  repertory  Book,  by  the  Clerk ,  from' time  to  time, 
when,  and  as  often  as  you  (hall  affign  him ,  to  the  intent 
that  the  governours  of  this- houfe  may  alwayes  be  affu- 
red,  what  grants-have  paffed  them,  and  both  whereun- 
to  they  have  bound  tnemfelves,  and  alfo  whereunto 
their  Tenants  are  bound ,  that  the  Lands  and  Tenants 
may  be  looked  unto  accordingly.  And  ye  (hall  adjoyn 
unto  you  the  Treafurer  of  this  houfe  for  tne  time  being, 
as  a  neoeffary  aide  in  all  your  doings,  for  that-  hemoft 
chiefely  hatn  experience  of  all  the  affaires  and  doings  of 
this  houfe.  And  for  the  better  accomplifhing  hereof, 
you  or  the  greateft  part  of  you,  (hall  meet  every  four¬ 
teen  dayes  in  this  houfe  on  the  We dnefdaji  at  which  time 
ye  may  warn  the  Tenants  that  have  made  default  in 
none  doing  of' reparations,  or  none  payment  of  their 
rents  or  other  to  be  before  you,  to  take  order  with  them, 
according  to  the  Covenants  expreffed  in  their  Leafes. 
And  your  grant  with  the  particulars  of  fuch  reparations 
as  by  you  (hall  be  allowed  ,  to  bee  entered  into  a  book 
with  tne  name  of  the  Tenant  and  Tenement,  whereun¬ 
to  you  or  the  moft  part  of  you  (hall  fubfcribe  your 
names,  and  then  commit  the  overlight  thereof  to  the 
-Renter,  fo  that  it  be  agreed.,  that  one  or  more  of  you 

may 
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may  vifite  and  perufe  the  fame  in  fuch  wife  as  the  great- 
nets  or  quantity  of  the  thing  will  require.. 

Alfo  every  yeer  at  the  Feaft  of  Saint  Michaeltht  Arch- 
angell  ,  two  new  Surveyors  to  be  chofen  y  and  the  old 
with  the  new  to  make  the  12.  day  of  Oil ober  following, 
or  within  two  dayes  before  or  after,  a  generall  view 
and  furvey  of  all  the  Lands  appertaining  to  this  houfe, 
and  truly  to  keep  a  Book  of  the  defaults  thereof^  and  for 
your  pains  taking  here,  God  hath  promifed  to  give  you 
fcft  and  pleafure  in.  heaven  perpetually. 


Almoners i 

YOu  (hall  every  Monday  come  unto  this  houfe  or  oftr 
ner  if  you  ihall  think  good , ,  but  at  the  leaft  once  in 
the  week:  Alwayes  provided  not  on  the  Saturday ,  for 
that  day  fpecially  ihall  be  referved ,  and  kept  for  the  fef- 
lion  of  the  Prefident,  and  Governours  ot  this  houfe,  for 
the  generall  affaires  of  the  fame. 

And  at  every  time  of  your  being  here,, if  there  bee 
caufe  why,ye  Ihall  call  before  you  every  particular  oflir 
cer  of  chisnoufe,  and  enquire  if.  eveiy  man  do  his  duty 
therein  according  to  his  charge.,  and  whether  there  bee 
peace  and  quietnefs  maintained  in  the  fame.  And  if  ye 
ihall  at  any  time  finde  any  difordered  perfon  or  perfons, 
then  to  take  fuch  order  with  him  or  them  for  their  het- 
ter  reformation,  as  to  you  ihall  feem  moft  meet.  And  if 
any  refufe.  to  be  ordered  by  you,  then  to  make  fuch  perr 
fon  known  to  the.  Prefident  ,Nand  the  reft  of  the  Cover— 
nours,  that  further  order  may  be.  taken  by  the  whole- 
houfe,. 

Y.e  ihall  alfo  diligently  enquire,  if  the  Ghirurgians  of: 
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this  houfe  do  their  duty  toward  the  poor  without  cor¬ 
ruption  or  partiality ,  and  calling  them  before  you,  yee 
fhall  enquire  what  number  there  were  healed  tnat  week, 
and  the  fame  deliver,  and  reward,  according  to  your  dis¬ 
cretions,  and  of  the  fame  rewards  to  have  your  allow¬ 
ance  of  the  Treafurer,  fothat  ye  deliver  unto  him  the 
particulars  thereof,  figned  with  the  hands  of  two  of  you 
at  the  leaft.  And  in  the  places  of  the  poor  fo  departed, 
to  admit  other,  in  fuch  fort  and  manner,  as  in  the  charge 
of  the  Hofpitaler  is  mentioned  and  declared. 

Ye  (hall  view  from  time  to  time  this  houfe,  keeping 
one  entire  and  perfect  Inventary  of  the  utenfils  and  ne- 
ceflary  implements  thereof,  in  a  Book,  as  well  that  pro- 
vifion  may  be  made  in  due  time,  for  fupplying  that 
which  fhall  be  found  to  lack ,  as  alfo  in  due  time  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  Wood,  Coale,  and  other  neceftary  furniture. 
And  whatfoever  elfe  fhall  feem  needfull  unto  you  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor,  as  the  enlarging  of  rooms,  or  en- 
creafing  the  number  of  beds,  the  fame  ye  fhall  fignifie  to 
the  Prefident  and  Governours,  that  by  one  aftent  it  may 
be  decreed,  and  by  you  finifhed  and  performed. 

Ye  fhall  alfo  fee  unto  the  keeping  fweet  of  the  poor, 
and  in  your  proper  perfons  vifit  them  once  every  week 
at  the  leaft,  and  to  fee  that  their  fervice  of  bread,  meat, 
and  drink,  be  truly  and  faithfully  delivered  unto  them. 
And  for  your  labours  and  pains ,  ye  fhall  be  fure  of  the 
reward  that  God  hath  promifed  to  all  them  that  fuccour 
his  members. 


Scrutims . 
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Scrutiners, 

YE  (Ball  bee  ready  and  diligent  to  make  fearch  and 
enquiry  from  time  to  time  for  all  fuch  Gifts, 
Legacies,  and  bequefts,  as  have  been ,  or  (ball  be  given, 
or  bequeathed  to  the  fuccour  and  comfort  of  the  poor  of 
this  houfe.  And  the  fame  receive,  at  the  hands  of  the 
givers  or  executors,  together  with  a  bill  of  the  fum,  fub- 
feribed  with  their  names  that  make  payment ,  or  delive¬ 
rance  thereof :  the  which  Bill,.and  money,  ye  (hall  forth¬ 
with  deliver  unto  the  Treafurer  of  this  houle ,  receiving 
his  acquitance  for  the  fame,  keeping  neverthelefs  a  Book, 
your  felves wherein  ye  fhall  enter  and  regifter  all  fuch 
charity,  the  givers,  the  time  and  the  filmland  for  all  fuch  , 
fum  or  fums  of  money,  as  by  you,  or  any  of  you ,.  fhalll 
be  procured,. had,  or  received,  ye  fhall  (if  it  be  required) 
make,  unto  the  givers ,  or  deliverers  thereof,  an  acqui¬ 
tance  in  your  own  names,  as  the  Governours  and  Scru- 
tinersof  this  houfe.. 

And  yeerly  at  the  Eledion  of  the  new  Governours  in¬ 
to  this  houfe,  fhall  beeleded  one  new  Scrutiner,.and  the 
old  Scrutiner  that  fhall- be  removed,,  fhall  make  delivery 
unto  the  new  Scrutiners,  of  all  fuch  Records,. Bills,  and 
W  firings  as  concern  the  affaires  of  this  houfe.  And  al- 
fo  at  the  audite  of  the  T  reafurers  account,  the  Scrutiners 
Book  of  gifts  and  bequefts,  fhall  in  like  manner  be  exa¬ 
mined  and  allowed. 

Finally  ye  fhall  in  every  place  where  you  fhall  have 
occafion  to  come  in  the  company  of  good,vertuous,  and 
wealthy  men ,  to  the  uttermoft  of  your  power,  com-  - 
mend  and  fet  forth  the  good  order  of  this  houfe,  and 

how: 


Pf 


iio 


77/e  Order  of  the  Hofpitall. 

how  rightly  the  goods  given  to  the  poor,  are  here  be- 
(lowed,  to  the  encouragement  of  other  to  extend  their 
charity  thereunto.  Ye  (hall  alfo  as  occafion  and  oppor¬ 
tunity  ferveth,  move  thofe  that  have  the  Office  of' 
Preaching  committed  to  them,  that  they  may  the  rather 
provoke  the  devotions  of  the  people,  to  the  help  and 
comfort  of  thishoufe.  And  thus  doing ,  you  (hall  not 
lofe  the  reward  that  God  hath  promifed  to  all  them 
that  feek  to  glorifie  and  reverence  his  name  in  his  poor 
members^  m 

y  ' '  ‘  » 

An  admonition  to  the  Auditors. 


TN  to  your  audite  muft  beBrought  thefe  forts  of  Books, 
■*firft  the  Hofpitall  Book ,  being  in  thecuftody  of  the 
Hofpitaler,  to  which  alfo  ye  (hall  look ,  that  every  page 
or  totall  fum  thereof  be  fubfcribed  with  two  of  the 
hands  of  the  Almoners:  And  this  Book  (hall  ye  confer 
with  the  Stewards  Book ,  who  firft  maketh  the  provili- 
ons.  Ye  muft  alfo  have  the  Scrutiners  Book,  to  examine 
the  account  of  the  Treafurer  for  money  delivered  unto 
him  by  gifts  andbequefts.  Alfo  the  Book  of  Survey, 
to  confer  the  Bills  brought  in  by  the  Treafurer  with  the 
allowances  of  reparations,  exprefled  in  the  faid  Book. 
Alfo  ye  (hall  demand  of  the  Renter ,  his  rentall  for  that 
yeer,not  forgetting  always  tocharge  him  with  thearrera- 
ges  that  remaine  the  yeer  before,  (if  any  be)  and  to  con¬ 
fer  the  fums  of  money,  received  by  the  Treafurer ,  with 
the  charge  and  account  of  the  faid  Renter.  And  laftly 
to  have  ipeciall  regard ,  if  any  fum  of  money  have  been 
payed  by  the  Treafurer,  by  any  decree  or  generall  or¬ 
der  of  this  houfe ,  to  look  in  the  Journall  for  the  fame. 

And 
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And  thus  in  the  whole  affaires  of  this  houfe ,  /hall  yee 
perfe&ly  be  inftru&ed. 

An  Order  for  the  fafe  keeping  of  the  evidences  and 
writings  appertaining  to  the  HofpitaU. 

HPHere  (hall  one  faire  and  fubftantiall  cheftbe  provi- 
^  ded,  and  the  fame  be  fet  in  the  moft  convenient  and 
fureft  place  of  the  houfe ,  the  which  fhall  have  three  fe- 
verail  locks ,  and  three  keyes,  whereof  the  Prefident 
alwayes  to  have  one,  and  the  Treafurer  one,  and  a 
Communer  appointed  by  the  whole  houfe ,  to  have  the 
third.  And  it  (hall  not  t>e  lawfull  to  any  of  the  Gover- 
nours  to  have  any  fpecialty,  evidence,  or  writing,  out  of 
the  faid  cheft,  neither  any  other  perfon ,  to  carry  any  of 
them  out  of  the  houfe  (  no,  though  it  be  for  the  affaires 
of  the  faid  houfe)  but  onely  a  Copy  thereof,  which  /hall 
be  taken  in  the  prefence  of  the  three  perfons  above 
named,  that  have  the  keyes,  and  the  originall  forthwith 
to  be  locked  up  againe. 

0 fleers  ofHoufl?oldy  "toith  their  particular  charge . 

The  Renter  Clerk  and  his  charge. 

YOur office  is,  with  all  care  and  diligence  to  colled 
and  gather  the  Rents  due  of  the  Lands  and  Tene¬ 
ments  appertaining  to  this  houfe,  and  of  all  fums  of  mo¬ 
ney  fo  by  you  collected  and  gathered ,  to  make  delive¬ 
rance  and  payment  to  the  Treafurer  of  this  houfe,  for 
the  time  being ,  receiving  his  acquitance  for  your  dif- 
charge. 
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You  fliall  alfo  once  every  week  at  the  leaf!:,  refort  un¬ 
to  the  Prefident  of  this  houfe,  or  to  the  Treafurer 
thereof,  for  the  knowledge  of  the  affaires  of  the  fame, 
and  at  eveiy  of  the  ordinary  fittings  of  the  Governours 
in  this  houfe,  for  the  affaires  thereof,  as  well  at  the  dayes 
appointed  for  the  aflembly  of  the  Surveyors  and  Almo¬ 
ners,  as  alfo  when  the  Prefident,  and  all  the  Mafters 
fliall  aflemble ,  ye  fliall  give  your  attendance ,  that  from 
time  to  time,  ye  may  enter,  and  regifter  all  fuch  decrees, 
orders  and  determinations ,  as  by  them  and  every  of 
them  in  their  feverall  charges  fliall  be  decreed,  ordained, 
and  determined. 

And  for  that,  the  good  order  and  governance  of  this 
houfe  may  the  better  appear ,  as  well  to  the  governours 
now  being,  as  to  all  other  worthy  perfonages,  that  here¬ 
after  fliall  govern,  or  fliall  defire  the  certainty  thereof,  it 
fliall  be  requifite  that  ye  keep  diligently  four  feverall 
Books,  the  names  whereof,  and  the  ufe  are  here 
defcribccL 

C  A  Repertory. 

jA  Book  of  Survey. 

)  A  Book  of  Accounts. 

(_  A  Journall. 

And  firft  you  fliall  note  that  before  every  of  thefe 
Books  ye  muft  have  a  Calender,  into  the  which  ye  may 
enter  by  order  of  Letters  of  the  A.  B.  C.  all  proper 
names  and  matters^  that  fliall  be  contained  in  every  of 
them.  And  for  the  better  accomplifhing  hereof ,  yee 
fliall  with  your  pen  in  the  head  of  the  leafe,  number  the 
pages  of  every  leafe ,  in  every  of  thefe  Books,  and  then 
adding  in  your  Calender  the  number  of  the  page,  where 
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the  name  or  matter  is  entred  in  your  Book ,  the  reader 
without  any  difficulty  may  turn  to  the  fame. 

The  ufe  of  thefirfl  ‘Book  called  a  (Repertory. 

TNto  this  Book  fhall  ye  firft  enter  the  foundation  of  this 
*Hofpitall ,  and  alfo  all  Deeds,  Leafes ,  Obligations, 
acquitances ,  and  other  fpecialties :  ufing  alwayes  in  the 
margent  of  the  faid  Book,to  note  in  a  few  Engliffi  words 
the  fum,  and  content,  of  every  article  of  thofe  writings 
that  ffial  appear  note-worthy  and  the  fame  notes  particu¬ 
larly  to  enter  into  their  feverall  and  proper  places  of  your 
Calender ,  according  to  the  order  of  the  A.  B.  C. 

The  ufe  of the fecond  Book ,  called  a  Book  of  Survey, 

pirft  in  a  feverall  leafe,  yeerly  before  ye  enter  any  o- 
■**  ther  thing  into  this  Book ,  yee  (hall  make  an  abftradt 
of  the  names  and  furnames  of  every  of  thofe  Tenants, to 
whom  this  houfe  is  bound  to  do  reparations ,  and  alfo  of 
them  that  are  bound  to  finde  their  own  reparations ,  no¬ 
ting  in  the  margent,  the  leafe  of  your  Repertory ,  where 
every  of  their  Leafes  is  entred.  Alfo  every  veer  when 
the  Surveiours  (hall  furvey  the  Lands  of  this  houfe,  yee 
fhall  be  attendant  upon  them,  and  aptly  and  plainly  en¬ 
ter  into  this  book  all  fuch  defaults  as  by  them  fhau  bee 
found,  in  the  time  of  their  view,  making  a  diftinft  diffe¬ 
rence  between  Tenants  at  will ,  and  Tenants  by  Leafe, 
and  alfo  between  thofe,  to  whom  this  houfe  is  bound  to 
finde  reparations,  and  fuch  as  have  bound  themfelves  to 
reparations. 

Alfo  ye  fhall  diligently  enter  into  this  book,  all  fuch 
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orders  and  grants  of  reparations  or  other,  as  the  Survey- 
ours  from  time  to  time  (hall  make  or  take  with  the  Te¬ 
nants. 

And  every  yeer  when  the  T reafurer  (hall  bring  in  his 
account,  and  before  the  Audi  tours  (hew  fuch  bills  of  re-  * 
parations,  figned  with  two  of  the  hands  of  the  Survei- 
ours,  as  he  hath  payed,  ye  (hall  after  the  admiflion  of  the 
faid  bills  by  the  Auditours ,  enter  every  of  them  into 
this  book  particularly  under  this  title. 

Reparations  done  in  the  yeer  that  A.B.  was  Treafu- 
ier  of  this  Hofpitall  (that  is  to  fay)  from  the  Feaft  of 
Saint  Michael  in  the  fifth  yeer,  &c. 

And  then  (hall  ye  write  firft  the  name  and  furname  of 
the  Tenant,  the  Tenement,  and  the  day  of  the  moneth, 
and  then  the  reparations.  And  thus  (hall  ye  do  with  all 
other.  And  it  is  to  be  noted ,  that  in  your  Calender 
muft  beentred  the  name  of  every  Treafurer,  and  the 
leaf  where  the  reparations  brought  in  his  account  are  en- 
tred.  And  next  after  the  reparations,  ye  (hall  enter 
yeerly  your  whole  rentall,  being  firft  examined  by  the 
Surveyours,  and  having  two  of  their  names  at  the  leaft, 
fubfcribed  thereunto.  And  in  a  particular  and  plain  man¬ 
ner  ye  (hal  exprefs  and  declare  the  encreafe  of  Rents  that 
yeer,  and  that  (hall  yee  enter  into  your  Calender  under 
this  title,  Augmentation  of  Rents,  titling  fromleafe  to 
leafe,  where  the  faid  encreafings  be  noted  ^  and  in  like 
manner  (hall  ye  do  with  Rents  decayed ,  entring  them 
into  your  Calender  by  this  word^Decayed  Rents  •  likewife 
with  Tenements  or  Rents  altered  or  changed,  by  this 
name  Alteration  of  Rents. 
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The  ufe  of  the  third  Book,  called  a  'Book 
of  Accounts. 

IN  this  Book  ye  fhall  firft  enter  all  the  Accounts  (be¬ 
ing  allowed  by  the  auditours)of  all  the  Treafurers  that 
have  been  fince  this  Hofpitall  was  firft  committed  to  the 
City  of  London.  And  from  henceforth  at  the  foot  of 
every  account  made  by  the  Treafurer  ,  ye  (hall  exprefly 
and  plainly  adde ,  and  enter  the  arrerages  of  the  Renter 
for  that  yeer,  which  alfo  firft  by  the  auditours  fhall  bee 
examined,  and  fubferibed  as  aforefaid. 

And  forafmuch  as  in  all  accounts ,  divers  and  many 
things  at  fundry  times, are  requifite  to  be  known, ye  fhall 
therefore  in  your  Calender  firft  note  the  name  of  the 
Treafurer,  with  the  leafe  where  his  account  is  entered, 
and  alfo  in  the  margent  at  the  entrance  of  the  faid  ac¬ 
count,  ye  fhall  note  the  leafe  of  your  Book  of  Survey, 
where  the  reparations  mentioned  in  the  fame  account, 
are  particularly  entered. 

And  for  the  ready  fi  nding  of  every  matter,  contained 
in  every  account,  ye  fhall  in  the  margent  of  this  book 
ufe  as  is  aforefaid,  to  note  divers  generall  words ,  Ac- 
compts ,  Provifions ,  Liveries ,  Gifts ,  Legacies  y  Rewards^ 
Agreements ,  Surrenders ,  Bargains  y  Suits,  Recoveries ,  Pen  ■ 
fionsy  Fees ,  &c.  Adding  to  every  one  of  thefe  being  pla¬ 
ced  in  your  Calender ,  the  leaf  where  every  of  them 
is  mentioned  in  any  of  the  accounts  contained  in  this 
book, that  at  a  word  may  be  feen  what  hath  been  done  in 
all  thefe  things,  from  the  firft  T reafurer  to  the  laft. 

And  for  a  perfect  declaration  of  the  whole  affairs  of 
this  houfe,  ye  fhall  alfo  out  of  another  book  (which  fhall 
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containe  the  doings  of  the  Almoners,  and  (hall  be  called 
the  Hofpitall  book)  enter  into  this  book  of  accounts,  as 
well  a  perfed:  Inventary  of  all  fuch  Implements,  as  then 
Ihall  be  found  within  this  Hofpitall:  as  alfo  a  full  remain¬ 
der  of  all  the  provifions  and  vi&uals  firft  fubfcribed  by 
two  of  the  laid  Almoners.  And  in  the  end  ye  (hall  ma-  * 
nifeftly  declare  the  names  and  furnames  of  fo  many  dif- 
eafed  perfons,  as  that  yeer  have  been  cured  and  deliver¬ 
ed  out  of  this  houfe,  and  alfo  the  names  and  furnames  of 
fo  many  as  that  yeer  have  dyed  in  the  houfe.  The 
names  and  furnames  alfo  of  as  many  as  then  (hall  remain 
lick  and  difeafed  in  this  houfe, together  with  the  name  of 
the  (hire  wherein  each  was  born,  and  their  faculties, exer- 
cife,  or  occupations. 

The  ufe  of  the  fourth  book,  called  a  Journal!. 

THis  book  muft  alfo  have  a  Calender,  and  it  (hall  al- 
wayes  be  brought  forth  at  fuch  time  as  the  Prefident 
and  mod  part  of  the  Governours  (hall  lit  within  this 
Hofpitall,  for  the  generall  affaires  of  the  fame.  And  into 
this  book  (hall  ye  enter  all  fuch  orders  and  decrees,  as 
from  time  to  time, (hall  by  the  faid  Governours, or  great- 
eft  part  of  them,  be  decreed  and  ordained.  And  in  the 
margent  thereof,  ye  (hall  do  as  before  is  afligned  in  the 
book  of  Repertory,  in  few  words  fet  forth  the  fum  of 
every  decree,  order,  &c.  contained  therein.  And 
chiefely  ye  lhall  ufe  the  generall  words  before  defcribed 
in  the  book  of  accounts,  that  by  the  entrance  of  them 
into  your  Calender ,  every  matter  may  eafily  and  readi¬ 
ly  be  f  ound.  And  ye  (hall  not  faile ,  blit  in  five  dayes 
next  after  the  enterance  of  any  thing  into  this  book ,  to 

enter 


*7 


f  The  Order  of the  Hof  pit  all. 

enter  the  fame  by  a  general  word  into  the  Calender, that 
as  well  when  you  are  abfent  ,  as  prefent,  the  governours 
may  without  difficulty  be  fatisfied  of  that  they  feek  for. 
therein. 

The  officer  of  the  Hofpitaler. 

VT'Our  office  is  chiefely  and  moft  principally  to  vifit 
^  the  poor  in  their  extremes  and  fickneffes,  and  to  mi- 
nifter  unto  them  the  moft  wholfome  and  neceflary  do¬ 
ctrine  of  Gods  comfortable  word,  as  well  by  reading 
and  preaching  as  alfo  by  minifying  the  Sacrament  of  the 
holy  Communion  at  times  convenient. 

T  o  receive  alfo  into  this  houfe,  of  the  Steward,  to  the 
ufe  of  the  fame  poor ,  fuch  victuals  and  other  provifion 
as  by  him  ffiall  be  provided ,  entring  the  fame  into  your 
book,  and  fafely  to  keep  them  to  their  ufe. 

Alfo  to  deliver  unto  the  Cook  of  this  houfe, from  time 
to  time,  fo  much  of  the  fame  victuals, as  fliall  be  needfull 
for  the  prefent  time ,  to  be  dreffed  for  the  poor.  And 
the  fame  being  dreffed  to  fee  feafonably,  and  truly  deli¬ 
vered,  and  distributed  unto  them. 

Alfo  whenfoever  any  poor  perfon  (hall  beherepre- 
fented  orfuedfor,  to  be  admitted  into  this  houfe ,  you 
(hall  receive  the  fame  prefentation,  calling  unto  you, two 
of  the  Chirurgians  of  this  houfe,  to  view  and  examin  the 
difeafe  of  the  laid  perfon,  whether  it  be  curable  or  not 
curable  •,  if  they  Judge  it  curable ,  then  you ,  by  a  bill  of  * 
your  hand,  tocertifie  the  name,  and  furname  of  the  faid 
difeafed  perfon,  unto  the  Almoners ,  or  two  of  them  at 
the  leaft,  defiring  them  to  fubferibe  their  names  there¬ 
unto,  and  that  being  done ,  you  to  keep  upon  a  file  the 

fame 
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fame  bill  for  your  warrant.  And  then  ye  fliall  com¬ 
mit  the  fame  poor  to  the  Matron  of  this  houfe,  to  bee 
placed  accordingly  as  the  cafe  lliall  require. 

Alfo  at  the  admiffion  of  every  poor  perfon  into  this 
Hofpitall,  ye  lliall  enquire  what  money ,  or  other  things 
of  value  he, or  (lie  hath, and  the  fame  together  with  his, or 
her  name, to  enter  into  your  book,  &  you  to  receive  and 
fafely  keep  the  fame  to  the  ufe  of  the  fame  poor ,  to  bee 
delivered  again  unto  him,  her,  or  them,  when  they  lliall 
be  cured  out  of  this  houfe.  And  monethly  to  deliver 
to  the  faid  Almoners,  a  copy  of  your  book  of  entrances, 
that  they  may  regifter  the  fame  in  the  book  of  their  or¬ 
dinary  doings.  And  if  any  fuch  poor  fortune  do  de- 
ceafe  and  dye  in  this  houfe ,  then  you  to  deliver  all  fuch 
money  and  other  things ,  as  fliall  oe  in  your  cuftody,  to 
the  T reafurer  of  this  houfe  for  the  time  being,  entering 
the  fame  into  your  book,  to  be  committed, and  difpofed, 
to  the  ufe  of  the  poor. 

And  as  often  as  any  of  the  poor  fliall  bee  cured  and 
made  whole,  you  with  the  Chirurgianstoprefentthem 
to  the  Almoners  of  this  houfe ,  at  their  next  affembly 
here ,  and  to  regifter  in  your  book  their  names  and  fur- 
names  of  them ,  and  every  of  them ,  with  the  day  and 
yeere  of  their  delivery,  and  departure  out  of  this  houfe. 
And  at  their  departure  to  give  unto  them  a  paffe-port,to 
be  made  according  to  the  Precedent  and  form  that  is  ex- 
prefled  in  the  end  of  this  book. 

This  is  your  charge ,  and  ye  have  not  to  do  with  any 
other  thing  in  this  houfe.  Howbeit,  if  ye  fliall  perceive 
at  any  time,  any  thing  done  by  any  Officer  of  thus  houfe, 
or  otner  perfon ,  that  fliall  maintain  diforder,  or  procure 
flander  to  this  houfe,  that  ye  then  declare  the  fame  to 
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Tome,  one  or  two  of  the  govemours  of  this  houfe,  and  to 
none  other  perfon ,  and  no  further  to  meddle  therein. 

The  office  of  the  Steward  and  Butler. 

VT Our  charge  is  faithfully  and  truly  to  make  provifion 
of  fuch  needfull  victuals ,  as  from  time  to  time  yee 
fhall  be  appointed  by  the  Almoners  to  provide ,  for  the 
poor  of  this  houfe,  remembring  alwayes  that  wherein  fo 
ever  you  (hall  hinder,  or  negligently  burden  this  houfe, 
either  with  exceffive  prices ,  or  not  making  your  provifi¬ 
on  in  due  time, the  fame  dammage  and  hurt  you  do  unto 
GOD  whofe  members  the  poor  are ,  and  therefore  yee 
ought  the  rather  to  ftudy  to  ferve  in  this  houfe  with  fear 
of  God ,  and  confcience ,  as  one  that  manifeftly  and 
plainly  walketh  before  the  face  of  God,  who  perfedly 
feeth  and  beholdeth  the  very  thoughts  of  your  heart. 

Your  charge  is  alfoto  keep  a  true,  and  perfed ac¬ 
count  of  all  fuch  vidualls  as  by  you  (hall  be  bought,  and 
to  make  deliverance  of  the  faid  vidualls  unto  the  Hofpi- 
talerof  this  houfe,  declaring  unto  him  the  juft  weight, 
number,  and  prices  of  the  fame ,  that  he  may  make  due 
and  true  entrance  and  account  thereof. 

Alfo  at  all  fuch  times  as  (hall  be  needfull  for  the  poor, 
to  be  ferved  of  their  ordinary  meales  or  otherwife,  either 
of  Bread  or  Drink ,  yee  fhall  not  be  abfent ,  but  with  all 
diligence  and  readinefs  ye  fhall  give  your  attendance. 

Ye  fhall  have  to  do  in  none  other  mans  office  in  this 
houfe ,  but  onely  with  your  own  in  manner  as  is  above 
defcribed.  But  if  yee  fhall  perceive  at  any  time,  any 
thing  done  by  any  officer  or  other  perfon  of  this  houfe, 
that  fhall  be  unprofitable  thereunto ,  or  that  may  be  oc- 
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cad  on  of  any  diforder ,  or  fhall  engender  (lander  to  the 
fame:  That  then  ye  declare  the  thing  to  fome  one  or 
two  of  the  GovernOurs  of  this  houfe ,  and  to  none  other 
perfon,  nor  farther  to  meddle  therein. 

The  Office  of  the  Matron. 

V^Our  office  is  to  receive  of  the  Hofpitaler  of  this 
houfe,  all  fuch  (ick  and  difeafed  perfons ,  as  he  by 
his  warrant  (igned  from  the  Almoners  of  this  houfe,  (hall 
prefent  unto  you, and  the  fame  perfons  to  beftow  in  fuch 
convenient  places  within  this  houfe ,  as  you  (hall  think 
meet. 

Y ou  have  alfo  the  charge,  governance ,  and  order  of 
all  the  Sifters  of  this  hou(e,to  fee  from  time  to  time ,  that 
every  of  them  in  the  wards  committed  to  their  charge, 
do  their  duty  unto  the  poor ,  as  well  in  making  of  their 
beds,  and  keeping  their  wards,  as  alfo  in  wafhing  and 
purging  their  unclean  clothes,  and  other  things.  And 
that  the  fame  Sifters  every  night  after  the  houre  of  feven 
of  the  clock  in  the  Winter,  and  nine  of  the  clock  in  the 
Sommer ,  come  not  out  of  the  womans  ward ,  except 
fome  great  and  fpeciall  caufe  ( as  the  prefent  danger  of 
death,  or  needfull  fuccour  of  fome  poor  perfon.)  And 
yet  at  fuch  a  fpeciall  time  it  (hall  not  be  lawfull  for  every 
Sifter  to  go  forth  to  any  perfon  or  perfons  (no  though 
it  be  in  her  ward, )  but  onely  for  fuch  as  you  (hall  think 
vertuous ,  godly  and  difcreet.  And  the  fame  Sifter  to 
remaine  no  longer  with  the  fame  (ick  perfon,  then 
needfull  caufe  (hall  require. 

Alfo  at  fuch  times  as  the  Sifters  (hall  not  be  occupied 
about  the  poor,  ye  (hall  fet  them  to  fpinning,  or  doing 
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of  fome  other  manner  of  work,  that  may  avoid  idlenefs, 
and  be  profitable  to  the  poor  of  this  houfe. 

Alfo  ye  lliall  receive  the  flax  provided  by  the  Gover- 
nours  of  this  houfe ,  and  the  fame  being  fpun  by  the 
Sifters,  ye  fhall  commit  to  the  faid  Governours,  that 
they  may  both  put  order  for  the  weighing  of  the  fame 
to  the  Weaver,  and  for  the  meafuring  of  it  at  the  return¬ 
ing  thereof. 

Y ou  fhall  alfo  as  the  chiefe  Govetnerefte,  and  worthy 
Matron  of  this  houfe ,  have  fpecia-U  regard  to  the  good 
ordering  and  keeping  of  all  the  Sheets,  Coverlets,  Blan¬ 
kets,  Beds,  and  other  implements  committed  to  your 
charge,  that  now  do  or  hereafter  fhall  appertain  unto  the 
poor. 

Alfo  ye  fhall  fufFer  no  poor  perfon  of  this  houfe  to  fit 
and  drink  within  your  houfe  at  no  time,  neither  lhall  yee 
fo  fend  them  drink  into  their  wards  ,  that  thereby  drun- 
kennefs  might  be  ufed  and  continued  among  them,  but 
as  much  as  in  you  fhall  lye ,  ye  fhall  exhort  them  to  ver- 
tue  and  temperance, declaring  this  houfe  to  be  appointed 
for  the  harbour  and  fuccour  of  the  deer  members  of 
Chrifts  body,  and  not  of  drunkards,  and  unthankfull 
perfons. 

Herewith  yee  are  charg  ed,  and  not  with  any  other 
thing.  But  if  there  fhall  bee  any  thing  done  by  any  offi¬ 
cer  or  other  perfon  of  this  houfe ,  thit  fhall  be  unprofi¬ 
table  thereunto,  or  that  may  be  occafion  of  anydifor- 
der,  or  fhall  engender  flander  to  the  fame ,  that  yee 
then  declare  it  to  fome  one  or  two  of  the  Governours 
of  this  houfe,  and  to  none  other  perfon ,  nor  no  further 
to  meddle  therein. 
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V Our  charge  is,  in  all  things  to  declare  and  (hew  your 
felves  gentle,  diligent,  and  obedient  to  the  Matron  of 
this  houfe,  who  is  appointed  and  authorized  to  bee  your 
chief  GovernerefTe  and  Ruler. 

Ye  (hall  alfo  faithfully  and  charitably  ferve ,  and  help 
the  poor  in  all  their  griefes  and  difeafes,  as  well  by  keep¬ 
ing  them  fweet  and  clean ,  as  in  giving  them  their  meats 
and  drinks,  after  the  moft  honeft  and  comfortable  man- 
aer.  Alfo  ye  (hall  ufe  unto  them  good  and  honeft  talk, 
fuch  as  may  comfort  and  amend  them,  and  utterly  to 
avoyd  all  light,  wanton,  and  foolifh  words,  geftures  and 
manners,  ufing  your  felves  unto  them  with  all  fobriety 
and  difcretion.  And  above  all  things  fee  that  ye  avoyd, 
abhor  and  deteft  fcolding ,  and  drunkennefte ,  as  moft 
peftilent  and  filthy  vices. 

Ye  (hall  not  haunt  or  refort  to  any  manner  of  perfon 
out  of  this  houfe,  except  ye  be  licenced  by  the  Matron, 
neither  (ball  yee  fuffer  any  light  perfon  to  haunt  or  ufe 
unto  you,  neither  any  dilhoneft perfon ,  either  manor 
woman,  and  fo  much  as  in  you  (hall  lye,  ye  (hall  avoid 
and  (hun  the  converfation  and  company  ol  all  men. 

Ye  (hall  not  be  out  of  the  womans  ward,  after  the 
hour  offevenof  theclockin  the  night,  in  the  winter 
time,  nor  after  nine  of  the  clock  at  night,  in  the  Som¬ 
mer  •,  except  yee  (hall  be  appointed  and  commanded  by 
the  Matron  fo  to  be  for  fome  great  and  fpeciall 
caufe  that  (hall  concern,  the  poor,  ( as  the  prefent  danger 
of  death  or  extream  ficknefs )  and  yet  fo  being  com¬ 
manded,  yee  (hall  remain  no  longer  with  fuch  difeafed 
perfon,  then  juft  caufe  (hall  require.  Alfo 
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Alfo  if  any  juft  caufe  of  grief  dial  fortun  e  unto  any  of 
you,  or  that  ye  ihall  fee  lewdnefs  in  any  officer,  or  other 
perfonof  this  houfe,  which  may  found  or  grow  to  the 
nurtorflander  thereof  ye  (hall  declare  the  fame  to  the 
Matron,  or  unto  one  or  two  of  the  Governours  of  this 
houfe ,  that  fpeedy  remedy  therein  may  be  had ,  and  to 
none  other  perfon,neitherffial  you  talk  or  meddle  there¬ 
in  any  further.  T his  is  your  charge, and  with  any  other 
tiling  you  are  not  charged. . 

The  Chirurgians. 


V Our  charge  is.,  faithfully  and  truly  to  the  uttermoft 
•*-  of  your  knowledge  and  cunning,  to  help  to  cure  the 
griefes  and  difeafes  of  the  poor  of  this  Hofpitall,  fetting 
afide  all  favour,  affedion,  gain  or  lucre ,  and  that  as  well 
to  the  pooreff  deftitute  of  all  friends  and  fuccours ,  as  to 
fuchas  ffiall  perad venture  be  better  friended  >  yee  iliall 
with  all  favour  and  friendfhip  procure  the  fpeedy  reco¬ 
very  of  their  health. 

Alfo  for  your  ftipend  and  fee ,  given  and  paid  out  of 
this  houfe,  yee  ffiall  be  ready  at  the  commandement  of 
the  Almoners  of  this  houfe ,  and  Hofpitaler  of  the  fame, 
to  view  and  look  upon  fuch  difeafed  perfons ,  as  here 
from  time  to  time  ffiall  be  prefented.  A  nd  after  your 
view  to  fignifie  to  the  faid  Almoners  or  Hofpitaler, your 
Judgement  of  the  faid  difeafed  perfon ,  without  all  affe- 
dion,  whether  he  or  ffie  be  curable  or  not ,  to  the  intent 
there  may  be  none  admitted  into  this  houfe,  that  ffiall  be 
incurable,  to  the  great  let  and  hinderance  of  the  curing 
and  helping  of  many  other  *,  nay,  none  rejeded  and  put 
back  that  are  curable ,  to  the  great  flander  of  this.houfe, 
and  difpleafure  of  God.  D  3  Alfo, 
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Alfo  at  all  fuch  times  as  ye  fliall  goe  to  the  dreffing  of 
any  difeafed  perfon  in  this  noufe,  as  much  as  in  you  is,  ye 
fliall  give  unto  him  or  he.r ,  faithfull  and  good  counfell, 
willing  them  to  minde  to  fin  no  more,  and  to  bee  thank- 
full  unto  Almighty  GOD ,  for  whofe  fake  they  are  here 
comforted  of  men.  And  above  all  things,  ye  lhall  take 
nor  receive  of  no  perfon ,  any  gift  or  reward  for  the  cu¬ 
ring  or  helping  of  them,  either  of  them,  or  their  friends, 
but  yee  fliall  fir  ft  make  the  fame  offer  or  reward  known 
unto  the  Almoners  ofthishoufe. 

Alfo  we  utterly  forbid  and  command  you ,  that  yee 
by  no  colour  pefter  or  burden  this  houfe  with  any  lick 
or  difeafed  perfon,  for  the  curing  of  which  perfon ,  ye 
before  have  received  a  fum  or  fums  of  money ,  upon 
pain  to  be  difmifted  this  houfe. 

This  is  your  charge  and  office,  with  the  which  ye  have 
to  do,  and  not  with  any  other  thing ,  neither  with  any 
other  office  in  this  houfe.  But  if  youfhall  perceive  at 
any  time,  any  thing  done  by  any  officer  or  other  perfon 
of  this  houfe,  that  fliall  be  unprofitable  thereunto ,  or 
that  may  be  occafion  of  any  diforder,  or  fhall  engender 
flander  to  the  fame,  that  ye  then  declare  it  to  the  Almo¬ 
ners,  or  one  of  them,  and  no  farther  to  meddle  therein. 

T  he  office  of  the  Tor  ter. 

Y Our  charge  is,  to  keep  the  doors ,  opening  and  fhut- 
ingthemin  due  time,  and  to  give  good  heed  to  all 
fuch  perfons  as  fhall  at  any  time  paffe  to  and  fro  out  of 
this  houfe,  as  well  for  the  conveighing ,  or  embezelling 
of  any  thing  that  appertaineth  to  the  poor  of  this  houfe, 
as  Wood ,  Coale,  Bread,  Meat  or  Drink ,  as  alfo  for  all 
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fufpicious  perfons^  as  men  to  refort  to  the  womens  ward, 
or  women  to  the  mens  wards,  or  fuch  fufpicious  men 
to  refort  unto  the  men,  or  women,  to  the  women,as  (hall 
be  thought  to  bee  pety  pickers,  or  perfons  otherwife  of 
naughty  difpofition. 

And  alfo  every  night  at  the  hour  of  feven  of  the  clock 
in  the  Sommer ,  yee  (hall  go  into  every  ward  where  the 
poor  men  be,  and  fee  them  in  good  order  *,  and  fuffer  no 
Sifter,  nor  other  woman  to  remain  among  them  (except 
juft  caufe  be  declared  by  the  Matron)  and  caufe  them  to. 
(ay  the  appointed  Prayers. 

A  nd  whatfoever  poor  perfon  (hall  be  found  a  fwearer 
or  an  unreverent  ufer  of  his  mouth ,  towards  God  or  his 
holy  name,  or  a  contemner  of  the  Matron ,  or  other  of¬ 
ficer  of  this  houfe,  or  that  (hall  refufe  to  go  to  bed  at  the 
lawfull  houres  before  appointed,  him  (hall  ye  punifti  (af¬ 
ter  once  warning  given)  in  the  (locks, and  further  declare 
his  follie  unto  the  Almoners  of  this  houfe,  that  they  may 
take  fuch  order  with  him  or  them,  as  (hall  feem  meet  by 
their  diferetions. 

Ye  (hall  alfo  be  diligent  and  ready  from  time  to  time, 
to  do  fuch  other  things,  as  the  Governours  of  this  houfe 
(hall  affign  and  appoint  you.  This  is  your  charge ,  and 
more  you  have  not  to  do,  but  if  ye  perceive  at  any  time, 
anything  done  by  any  officer  of  this  houfe,  or  other 
perfon  that  (hall  maintain  diforder ,  or  procure  (lander 
to  this  houfe,  that  ye  then  declare  the  fame  to  fome  one 
or  two  of  the  Governours  of  this  houfe,  and  to  none, 
other  perfon,  and  no  further  to  meddle  therein. 
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The  Bedells, 

VTOur office  and  change  is  to  give  attendance  from  time 
-*•  to  time,  upon  the  Governours  of  this  houfe,  and  to 
do  fuch  bufinefle  as  they  (hall  affign  you. 

Andalfo  all  fuch  dayes  as  the  Governours  of  this 
houfe  (hall  not  fit  in  this  Hofpitall  for  the  affaires  of  the 
fame, ye  (ball  feparate  and  divide  your  felves  into  fundry 
parts  and  liberties  thereof,  every  man  taking  his  feverall 
walk.  And  if  in  any  of  your  walks  yee  (hall  happen  to 
efpy  any  perfon  infe&ed  with  any  lothely  griefe  or  dif- 
eafe,  which  (hall  fortune  to  lye  in  any  notable  place  of 
this  City,  to  the  noyance  and  infection  of  the  palters  by, 
and  flander  of  this  houfe,  yee  (hall  then  give  knowledge 
thereof  unto  the  Almoners  of  this  Hofpitall ,  that  they 
may  take  fuch  order  therein  as  to  them  lhall  be  thought 
meet. 

Ye  lhall  alfo  have  a  fpeciall  eye  and  regard  unto  all 
fuch  perfons,as  have  been  cured  and  healed  in  this  houfe, 
that  none  of  them  counterfeit  any  griefe  or  difeafe,  nei¬ 
ther  begge  within  the  City  and  liberties  thereof.  And 
if  ye  lhall  fortune  to  finde  any  fo  doing, ye  lhall  immedi¬ 
ately  commit  him ,  or  them,  to  fome  Cage ,  and  give 
knowledge  thereof  to  the  Governours  of  this  houfe,  that 
they  may  take  further  order,  as  they  lhall  think  beft. 

Ye  lhall  not  haunt  nor  frequent  the  company  of  any 
poor  and  beggerly  perfons  ( that  is  to  fay)  to  drink  or 
eat  with  them  in  any  vi&ualling  houfe ,  or  other  place, 
neither  lhall  yee  receive  any  bribe  or  reward  of  any  or 
them ,  left  by  occafion  thereof  ye  Ihould  winck  at  them, 
and  fo  lewdly  licence  them  to  begge, upon  pain  to  be  dif- 
mifted  this  houfe.  Alfo 
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Alfo  ye  (hall  not  fuffer  any  fturdy  or  idle  begger  or 
vagabound  ,  to  begge  or  ask  alines  within  this  City  of 
London ,  orSuburbesof  the  fame,  but  yee  fhall  forth¬ 
with  commit  all  fuch  to  ward  ,  and  immediatly  fignifie 
the  name  and  furname  of  him  or  them,  to  the  Alderman 
of  thatward,  where  ye  fhall  apprehend  any  fuch  begger, 
or  elfe  to  the  Lord  Mayor ,  that  execution  may  be  done 
as  the  La\y  in  that  cafe  hath  provided.  This  is  your 
charge. 

The  Vi  fit  our  of  Newgate. 

V7" Our  charge  is  faithfully  and  diligently  to  vifit  all  the 
poor  and  miferable  captives  within  the  Prifon  of 
Newgate ,  and  minifter  unto  them  fuch  ordinary  fervice 
at  times  convenient as  is  appointed  by  the  kings  Ma- 
jefties  book  for  ordinary  Prayer. 

Alfo  that  ye  learn  without  book  the  moft  wholfome 
fentences  of  holy  Scripture,  that  may  comfort  a  defpe- 
rate  man,  that  readily  ye  may  minifter  them  to  fuch  per- 
fons  as  yee  fhall  perceive  them  moft  needfull  to  be  mi- 
niftred  unto. 

Alfo  yee  fhall  faithfully  and  truly  ufe  and  bear  your 
lelf  between  party  and  party,  excluding  bribes  and  all 
other  corruption,  that  is  to  fay,  between  the  prifoners 
and  the  parties  to  whom  they  have  offended ,  exhorting 
them  to  the  uttermoft  of  your  cunning,  to  make  reftitu- 
tion  of  their  things  falfely  gotten,  fhewing  them  the  bur¬ 
then  of  confcience  depending  thereupon.  And  that  al¬ 
fo  they  difclofe  all  fuch  other  perfons  as  they  know  liv¬ 
ing,  which  by  robbery  or  further  may  hurt  a  common 
weale.  And  in  all  their  extremes  and  ftckneffes,ye  fhall 

E  be 


2  7 


28  The  Order  of  the  Hofpitall* 

be  diligent  and  ready  to  comfort  them  with  the  moft 
pithy,  and  fruitfull  fentences  of  Gods  moft  holy  word. 

And  whatfoever  perfonyou  fhall  perceive  to  have 
fubftance,  and  to  be  minded  to  beftow  fomewhat  there¬ 
of  in  deeds  of  charity ,  ye  (hall  exhort  him  or  them,  to 
beftow  fome  part  to  the  reliefe  of  the  needy  and  difeafed 
perfons  of  this  houfe.  And  of  all  fuch  gifts  from  time 
to  time,  to  give  knowledge  to  the  Almoners  orScruti- 
ners  of  this  houfe. 

And  for  as  much  as  you  are  numbred  among  the  Mi- 
nifters  of  Chrifts  Church,  yee  (hall  therefore  four  times 
in  the  veer  at  the  leaft,  (that  is  to  fay)  every  quarter  once, 
do  fuch  fervice  in  the  faid  Church  as  is  requifite  for  fuch 
a  Minifter  to  do. 

This  is  your  charge,  which  fee  that  ye  do ,  and  with, 
any  other  thing  ye  are  not  charged* 


The  cftimate  of  the  jeerly  charges  of  this 
Hofpitall. 

TT  is  firft  here  to  bee  conftdered,  that  although  the 
^charges  were  very  great  to  bring  the  endowment  of  the 
Hofpitall  into  fuch  point  as  behoved,  and  to  furnifh  the 
houfe  with  neceftary  Implements  and  bedding  for  fuch 
number  ( as  hath  been  afore  touched  in  the  beginning) 
yetis  thereof  all  thefe  charges,,  no  parcell  hereunder 
mentioned,  but  the  yeerly  expences  onely ,  fuftained  for 
the  maintenance  ana  continuance  of  the  fame.  And  al¬ 
beit  thefe  charges  following ,  be  all  and  every  of  them 
Ordinary,  and  of  neceflity ,  yet  for  that  there  is  a  diffe¬ 
rence  in  the  certainty  of  the  one  and  tire  other ,  they  are 

v  divided 
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divided  into  two  kindes,  with  thefe  titles.  Charges  cer¬ 
tain,  and  Charges  uncertain. 


Charges  certain. 

Are  firft  the  yeerly  Wages  and  Fees  of  thofe  Officers 
and  Servants,  that  neceffarily  ferve  and  attend  for  the 
poor, as  enfueth,  and  after  them  the  charges  of  houfhold. 
Reparations,  and  fuch  like. 

To  the  Hofpitaller.  x.  I. 

T o  the  Renter-clerk.  x.  1. 

T o  the  Butler.  vi.l.xiii.s.iiii.d. 

T o  the  Cook,  for  his  meat,  drink,  and  wages.  vi.l* 

To  the  Porter.  vi.l. 

To  three  Chirurgians.  ..  lx.l. 

T  o  eight  Bedles.  xxvi.l.xiii.s.iiii.d. 

T  o  thefe  and  to  the  other,  for  their  liveries.  x.l. 

To  the  Matron,  and  twelve  Sifters  for  their  wages. 

xxvii.l.vi.s.viii.d. 

To  the  Matron  for  herboord  wages,  at  xviii.  pence 
the  week.  iii.l.xviii.s, 

To  the  xii.  Sifters,  for  their  boord  wages  at  xvi.  d.the 
week  for  every  of  them.  xl.l.xii.s. 

To  the  Matron  for  her  livery.  xiii.s.iiii.d. 

T o  the  Sifters  for  their  liveries.  vi.l. 

To  theMinifters  of  Chrifts  Church,  by  the  Kings 
Majefties  aflignment,  that  is  to  fay,  a  Vicar,  a  Vifitour  of 
Newgate ,  five  Priefts,  two  Clerks,  and  a  Sexton ,  yeerly. 
C.  and  vi.l. 

To  the  Minifters  of  the  Church  within  the  Hofpitall, 
by  the  fame  aflignment, that  is  to  fay,  to  a  Vicar,  a  Clerk 
and  a  Sexton.  xxiii.l.vi.s.viii.d. 

E  2  To 


29 


The  Order  of the  Hofpitall 

To  certain  men  of  Law  and  other  perfons ,  given  in 
Fees  by  the  Kings  faid  Majefty  ,  yeerly  by  Patent. 

xxviii.l.iiii.s. 

Charges  of  Houfliold. 

For  the  Dyets  of  an  C.  perfons,  at  two  pence  the  per- 
fon  for  every  day,  iii.C.l.vi.s.viii.d. 

For  lxviii.load  of  Coals,  at  xvi.s.the  load.liiii.l.viii.s. 

For  Wood  yeerly.  xxiiii.l. 

For  Candles  yeerly  .  v.l. 

For  yeerly  reparations  of  the  Hofpitall  and  Tene¬ 
ments,  appertaining  to  the  fame. .  xl.l. 

Sum  of  the  Charges  tvii.C.lxxx. 

certain,  fxviii.  l.ii.  s> 

The  charges  uncertain  ( for  as  much  as -it  cannot  cer¬ 
tainly  be  known  to  what  they  may  amount)  are  herefet 
forth  without  Sums,  onely  to.fignifie  unto  you,  that 
there  are  many  charges  more  to  be  confidered,  then  cer¬ 
tain  account  can  be  made  oL. 

Charges  uncertain* 

For  Shirts,  Smocks,  and  other  apparell  for  the  poor, 
needfull,  either  at  their  comming  in  or  departure.  For 
Sugar  and  Spices  for  Cawdles.for  the  Tick,  Flax  for 
Sheets,  and  Weaving  of  the  fame,  Soltwich  Cloth  for- 
winding  Sheets,  Bolls,  Brooms,  Baskets,  Incenfe,  Juni¬ 
per,  Arties  to  buck  their  Clothes.  And  alfo  money 
given  to  the  poor  at  their  departure ,  which  is  meafured 
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according  to  their  Journey  and  need.  The  which  un¬ 
certain  charges  amounted  one  yeer  to  the  fum  of  lx.l. 

So  commeth  the  certain  charges  of  this  houfe  yeerly, 
to  the  fum  of  vii.  C.lxxx.  xviii.l.  ii.s.  befides  the  uncer¬ 
tain  expences,  and  other  extraordinary  charges ,  which 
cannot  be  rated,  nay,  accounted. 

Toward  the  which  is  yeerly  received  by  the  endow¬ 
ment  of  the  Kings  Maiefty,  iii.  C.  xxxiii.  1.  vi.  s.  viii.d. 
And  by  the  like  endowment  of  the  City  of  London , 
iii.  C.  xxxiii.  1.  vi.  s.  viii.d.  The  which  in  the  whole  is, 
vi.C  .lxvi.l.xiii.s.iiii.d.. 

So  is  the  Hofpitali  charged  yeerly  of  certain  ( befides 
the  uncertain  expences)  over  and  above  the  fumme  of 
their  revenues,  C.xxx.l.viii.s.viii.d. 

Which  onely  rifeth  of  the  charity  of  certain  mercifull 
Citizens,  forwhofe  continuance  with  the  encreafe  of 
moe,  we  earneftly  pray  unto  the  fountain  of  mercy,  Je- 
fus  Chrift;  the  Lord  of  all,  to  whom  for  ever  appertain, 
the  Kingdome,  the  power  and  the, glory,  world  without 
end.  Amn . . 


A  Tlianlclgiving  unto  Almighty 

God  to  be  faid  by  the  poor  that  are  cured 
in  the  Hofpitall,  at  the  time  of  their  delive¬ 
ry  from  thence,  upon  their  knees  in  the 
Hall  before  the  Hofpitaler,  and  two 

Matters  of  this  Houfe  at  the  ieafl*. 


<t yfnd  this  the  Hofpitaler  [hall  Charge 

them  to  learn  without  the  Book ,  before 

they  bee  delivered % 


magnifie  and  praife  thee  O  Lord,  that  fo  mer- 
™  *  cifully  and  favourably  haft  looked  upon  us  mife- 
rable  and  wretched  finners, which  fo  highly  nave  offend¬ 
ed  thy  divine  Majefty,  that  wee  are  not  worthy  to  bee 
numbred  among  thy  eletft  and  chofen  people  :  our  fins 
being  great  and  grievous  are  daily  before  our  eyes, we  la¬ 
ment  and  be  forry  for  them,&  with  forrowfull  heart, and 
lamentable  teares ,  we  call  and  cry  unto  thee  for  mercy, 
Have  mercy  upon  us  O  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us,  and 
according  to  thy  great  mercy ,  wipe  away  the  multitude 
of  our  fins ,  and  grant  us  now  O  Lord ,  thy  moft  holy 
and  working  fpirit,  that  fettingafide  all  vice  and  idlenefs, 
we  may  in  thy  fear  walk ,  and  go  forward  in  all  vertue 
and  godlinefs.  And  for  that  thou  haft  moved  O  Lord, 
the  hearts  of  godly  men ,  and  the  Governours  of  this 
houfe,  to  (hew  their  exceeding  charity  towards  us,  in  cu¬ 
ring  of  our  maladies  and  difeafes,  we  yeeld  moft  humble 
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and  hearty  thanks  to  thy  Majefty,  and  fhall  incefTantly 
laude  and  praife  thy  moft  holy  and  glorious  name  :  Be- 
feeching  thee,  moft  gracious  and  mercifull  Lord ,  ac¬ 
cording  to  thy  holy  word  and  promife,  fo  to  blefs  this 
thine  own  dwelling  houfe ,  and  the  faithfull  Minifters 
thereof,  that  there  be  here  found  no  lack ,  but  that  their 
riches  and  fubftance  may  encreafe ,  that  thy  holy  name 
may  thereby  bee  the  more  praifed  and  glorified,  to 
whom  be  all  laud,  honour,  and  glory ,  world  without 
end.  Amen. 


A 
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T  0  0  <R  E. 


To  all  Mayors y  (Bailijjes^  Conflables,  tsre. 

l  -  *  T  g 

IT  Now  ye  that  A.  B.  Taylourborn  in  the  Town  of 
-^“S.  T.  in  the  county  of  Northampton,  being  cured  of 
hisdifeafe  in  the  Hofpitall  of  S.  Bartholomews  in  Weft 
Smith  field  in  London,  and  from  thence  delivered  the 
1 3.  day  of  Angujl,  in  the  fixt  yeer  of  the  Reign,  &c.  hath 
charge  by  us  A.B.  C.  the  Governours  of  the  fame  to  re¬ 
pair  within  dayes  next  enfuing  the  date  hereof,  to 
his  faid  place  of  nativity,  or  to  Wefth  and  field,  the  place  of 
his  laft  abode,  and  there  to  exhibite  this  prefent  Pafle- 
port  to  the  head  officer  or  officers,  in  either  of  the  places 
appointed,  that  they  may  take  further  order  for  his  de¬ 
meanour. 


ORDERS 


ORDERS 

TAKEN 

AND  ENACTED 

ORPHANS 

and  their 

PORTIONS. 
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L  ON  DO  A, 

Printed  by  J  a  m  e  s  Flesher^ 
Printer  to  that  Honourable  Gity^  1652. 


Ad  Commune  concilium,  tentum  in 

Guildhaldia  civitatis  Londini,xiii.dic  Odtob. 

Anno  regni  Edvardifexti,Dei  gratia  Anglic, Francis 
&  Hibernia?  Regis,  fidei  defenforis ,  &  in  terra  Ecdefia?  An¬ 
glicans,  &  Hibernics  fupremi  capitis,  quinto  :  coram  An¬ 
drea  Judde  Milite,tunc  Majore,  &  Aldermannis  Civicatis  lllius,  ordina- 
c.i  funt  inter  alia,  inafticata,  concdla  &  llabilita,  omnia  &  lingula  fubfe- 
quencia. 

Orafmuch  as  the  City  of  London  ,  is  of  late 
yeers  fore  decayed,  and  daily  is  like  to  de¬ 
cay,  more  and  more :  A  great  caufe  and 
occafion  whereof  among  other,  hath  been, 
for.  that  free  mens  children,  (  Orphans 
of  the  faid  City )  fometimes  in  the  lives  of  their  Pa¬ 
rents,  and  fometimes  after  their  deceafes,being  left  weal¬ 
thy  and  rich, do  beftow  themfelves  in  ungodly  Manages, 
for  the  moft  part  in  their  young  age ,  at  their  own  wills 
and  pleafures, .without  the  confent  and  againft  the  minds 
of  their  friends^  faying  and  affirming ,  that  the  Law  and 
cuftome  of  the  faid  City  giveth  unto  them  their  porti¬ 
ons,  whether  they  mary  by  the  aflent  of  their  friends  or 
not,  and  fo  do  daily  caftaway  and  undo  themfelves,  in 
truft  to  have  their  faid  portions,  whether  their  Parents 
or  friends  will  or  will  not.  And  thereby  do  they  be¬ 
ftow  themfelves  upon  fimple  and  lighrperfons  ,  having 
neither  cunning,  knowledge,  fubftance,  nay,  good  or 
honeft  conditions.  Byreafon  whereof,  fuen  Orphans, 
inordinately ,  and  infolently  do  fpend  and  confume  their 
Patrimony  and  Portions  in  fhort  time,  not  onely  to  the 
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undoing  of  themfelves ,  and  to  the  great  ignominy  and 
ftiame  of  their  friends,  but  alfo  to  the  great  fiander  of  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  this  City  ( who  been  re¬ 
puted  and  taken  as  Fathers  and  Protedlors  of  the  fame 
Orphanes )  and  to  the  great  lofte  and  hinderance  of  the 
faid  City. 

And  forafmuch  as  the  faid  Lord  Mayor  and  Citizens, 
have  by  their  Laws,  and  Cuftomes,  Power  and  Autho¬ 
rity  to  make  Lawes  and  Ordinances ,  by  their  common 
Counfell,  for  rearefe  of  the  fame  ^  It  is  therefore  now  (t6 
the  intent  to  reduce  the  fame  to  a  more  godly ,  more 
profitable  and  decent  order  and  conformity)  by  the  faid 
Lord  Mayor,  and  Communalty ,  and  Citizens ,  in  this 
prefent  Common  Counfell  anembled,  and  by  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  fame  Common  Counfell,  Enadfed, Ordained, 
Authorized,  and  eftablilhed  for  a  Law  perpetually  to  be 
obferved  and  kept  within  the  faid  City,  That  if  any 
Orphan,  or  Childe  of  any  free  man  or  free  woman  of 
the  faid  City  do  offend  in  any  the  things  hereafter  ex- 
prefled,  and  bee  thereof  lawfully  convidted,  afore  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  the  Aldermen  or  elfewhere ,  that  then 
they  and  every  of  them ,  fhall  to  all  intents,  purpofes, 
conftrudtions  and  meanings ,  be  unabled  and  barred  to 
demand  and  claime  their  portion  or  portions ,  and  alfo 
fhall  lofe  and  forgoe  and  be  barred  for  ever ,  of  all  and 
every  his,  her,  or  their  part  or  parts,  and  portions  to  him 
or  them  belonging,  by  and  after  the  death  of  his  or  their 
faid  Father  or  Mother,  of  the  goods  and  Chattels,  of 
every  fuch  Father  and  Mother,  by  reafon  of  any  Law, 
Cuftome,  Ordinance,  Ufage,  Franchife,  Priviledge,  Adt 
of  Common  Counfell,  or  other  thing ,  heretofore  had 
or  ufed,  within  the  faid  City.  The  fame  Law,  Cuftome, 

Or- 
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Ordinance,  or  other  thing  whatfoever ,  heretofore  had, 
made,  ordained,  allowed,  and  put  in  ure ,  to  the  contra¬ 
ry  in  any  wife  notwithftanding.  T hat  is  to  wit.  Firft, 
if  any  man-childe ,  or  woman-childe ,  fliall  malitioufly 
go  about  or  attempt  to  do,  or  caufe  to  be  done,  any  bo¬ 
dily  harm,  death,  or  deftrudion  to  his  or  their  Father  or 
Mother:  Or  if  any  man-childe  do  hereafter  mary  or  con¬ 
tract  maiiage  in  the  life  of  his  Father  or  Mother  ( by 
whom  he  will  claim  any  portion)  under  the  age  of  xxi. 
yeer ,  without  the  confent  of  his  laid  Father,  or  Mother, 
by  whom  he  will  claim  any  portion  :  Or  if  any  woman- 
childe  do  hereafter  mary  or  contract  mariage ,  in  the  life 
of  her  Father,  or  other  Parent,  by  whom  llie  fliall  claim 
any  portion,  before  the  age  of  xviii.  yeers,  without  the 
content  of  her  Father,  or  fuch  other  Parent  by  whom  Hie 
fliall  or  may  claim  any  portionrOr  if  any  man-childe  be  a 
Theefe,  oraFellon,or  a  common  whore-haunter, a  com¬ 
mon  Dicer,  or  a  common  Player  at  unlawfull  games  no- 
torioufly  known  :Or  if  any  woman-childe  fliall  hereaf¬ 
ter  commit  any  whoredome ,  or  be  a  common  Picker, 
that  then  every  of  the  perfons  fo  offending ,  fliall  be  bar¬ 
red  and  excluded  to  have,  or  demand  any  portion. 

If  Provided  alwayes,  that  it  fliall  be  lawfull,  for  the 
Father,  or  Mother  of  any  fuchchilde,  or  children,  to 
give  and  bequeath  in  Legacy,  to  fuch  childe  or  children, 
as  much  as  the  portion  of  fuch  childe  fo  offending  fliall 
amount  unto,  bythecuftome  of  the  laid  City,  and  then 
fuch  childe  thereby  to  be  enabled  to  have ,  and  demand 
the  fame,  as  portion,  this  Ad  notwithftanding  -,  fo  that 
the  fame  Legacy  be  contained  in  his  or  their  Teftament 
in  writing,  -and  not  otherwife.  And  that  then,  and  from 
thenceforth,  his  faid  childe,  or  children,  to  be  admitted 
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and  reflored  to  claime  fuch  Legacy,  or  Legacies,  in  fuch 
fort,  manner  and  form,  as  if  there  had  been  never  any 
fuch  offence  done,  or  committed  by  any  fuch  childe. 

Item ,  it  is  further  Ordained,  enaded,  authorized  and 
eftabliihed,  by  the  authority  aforefaid ,  that  if  any  wo- 
manchilde,  being  an  Orphan ,  and  under  the  age  of  xxi. 
yeers,at  any  time  hereafter,  after  the  death  of  her  Father, 
do  enfure  and  corn  raft  her  felfe  in  mariage,  or  elfe  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Ecclefiafticall  Lawes  of  this  Realm,  do 
perfectly  folemnize  or  confummate  Mariage ,  with  any 
free  man  of  this  City ,  the  confent  and  agreement  of  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  this  faid  City  of  London 
for  the  time  being ,  not  obtained  and  had ,  that  then  for 
every  fuch  default  and  offence  committed  or  done ,  by 
any  Orphan  or  Orphans,  of  the  faid  City ,  the  fame  be¬ 
ing  confefled,  or  fufficiently  proved  by  two  witneffes,  or 
©therwife  before  the  faid  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of 
this  faid  City  of  London ,  for  the  time  being ,  at  and  in  a 
Court  of  Aldermen,  fhe  or  they  that  fo  happen  robe- 
have  her  or  themfelves,  as  is  aforefaid,  fhall  forfeit,  forgo 
andlofe  xii.  pence,  of  and  for  every  pound,  fo  due  or  to 
be  due  unto  her,  or  them,  by  reafon  of  any  fuch  Orpha¬ 
nage,  the  fum.  of  xii.  pence  of  every  pound,to  go,  or  to 
be  to  the  ufe  of  the  chamber  of  the  laid  City,  according 
to  the  ancient  cuftome  before  this  time,  in  fuch  cafe  u- 
fecL  And  if  the  faid  con  trad  or  mariage  of  the  faid  Or¬ 
phan  or  Orphans ,  be  made  with  any  foreiner,not  being 
free  of  this  City  ,  at  the  time  of  any  fuch  contrad  or 
mariage  made,  that  then  the  faid  Orphan  or  Orphans, 
and  every  of  mem  fhall  forfeit  and  lofe  three  fhiliings 
of  every  pound  due,  or  to  be  due  unto  her  or  them,  by 
venue  of  any  Orphanage  or  cuftome  had  and  ufed  with- 
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in  the  faid  City.  The  one  (hilling  of  the  faid  three 
(hillings  of  every  pound ,  to  go ,  or  to  be ,  to  the  ufe  of 
the  chamber  of  the  faid  City ,  in  fuch  manner  and  form 
as  is  afbrefaid .  A  nd  the  other  two  (hillings  fo  forfeited 
of  every  pound,  to  go  to  the  ufe  of  fuch  other  Orphan, 
or  Orphans,  as  then  (hall  remain  unmaried  5  or  elfe  for 
default  of  fuch  Orphans,  or  Orphan ,  to  remaine  to  the 
next  of  the  kindred  of  the  Orphan  fo  offending. 

Alfo  be  it  further  Ordained,  ena&ed,  and  eftabliflied 
by  authority  aforefaid,for,and  in  efchewing  of  divers  va» 
riances,contentions,and  futes,that  daily  heretofore  have, 
and  hereafter  may  enfue  :  that  if  any  free-mans  childe, 
man  or  woman, fortune  to  be  maried  hereafter,  in  the  life 
time  of  his,  or  their  Father,  by  his  content,  and  not  ful¬ 
ly  advanced  of,  and  to  his ,  or  her  full  part,  or  portion, 
of  his,  or  her ,  faid  Fathers  goods ,  as  he  (hall  be  worth 
at  the  time  of  his  deceafe,  according  to  the  ancient  Laws 
and  cuftomes  of  this  faid  City  :  that  then  eveiy  fuch  free 
mans  childe,  fo  being  maried  in  the  life  time  of  his, or  her 
Father  (hall  be  to  all  intents  and  purpofes ,  difabled  to 
demand  any  further  part  or  portion,  of  his  or  her  Fathers 
goods,  after  the  deceafe  of  his,  or  her  Father,  but  (hall 
be  adjudged,  reputed  and  taken  to  bee  fully  advanced, 
according  as  the  Law  and  cuftome  of  this  City,  hath 
been  long  time  out  of  minde ,  except  his  or  her  faid  Fa¬ 
ther  do  mention  certainly  in  his  laft  Will,  or  Teftament, 
or  by  other  writing  figned  with  his  own  proper  name, or 
mark  the  certainty  of  the  fum  or  fums  of  money,  goods 
and  Chattels, and  the  value  of  them  that  the  Father  gave, 
payed,  or  departed  withall,  or  otherwife  allured, or  here¬ 
after  (hall  give,  pay,  depart  withall ,  or  otherwife  make 
afliirance  of  unto  him,  or  her,  before,  at  or  after  the  ma- 
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riage  of  him  or  her,  or  othervvife  in  his  life  time ,  for  and 
towards  their  advancements ,  in  the  name  of  his,  or  her 
parr,  or  portion. 

And  then  every  fuch  Orphan,  or  Childe,  which  after 
the  deceafe  of  his  or  her  faid  Father ,  can  bring  forth  the 
faid  Teftament  or  other  writing  iigned  or  marked  with 
the  Fathers  hand  or  mark,  wherein  the  certainty  of  fuch 
money,  goods,  or  chattells,  as  they  have ,  or  (hall  have 
received  of  their  faid  Father,  or  by  the  fame  Father ,  af- 
furedby  efpecialty ,  or  otherwife  (hall  have  as  much  of 
the  ready  money,  goods,  chattells,  and  debts,  of  the  faid 
Father,  as  ( with  that  which  he  or  they  (hall  have  receiv¬ 
ed  towards  their  advancements ,  in  tne  life  of  their  faid 
Father )  (hall  make  up  a  full  childes  part ,  of  his  goods, 
and  chattells ,  as  hee  ihall  be  worth  at  the  time  of  his  de¬ 
ceafe  5  The  fame  to  be  demanded,  asked,  and  claimed, 
or  fued  for  againft  the  Executor,  or  Executors,  Admini- 
ftrator,  or  Adminiftrators,  of  the  goods,  and  chattells  of 
the  faid  Father ,  by  bill  originall ,  to  be  commenced  to 
our  Soveraign  Lord,  the  Kings  Court,,  holden  in  the  ut¬ 
ter  chamber  of  the  Guild-hall ,  of  thefaid  City,  before 
the  faid  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  fame  City 
for  the  time  being,  any  Law  orcuftome,  heretofore 
made,  or  ufed  to  the.  contrary ,  notwithstanding.  '  In 
which  a&ion ,  no  wager  of  Law ,  or  ElFoin  (hall  be  ad¬ 
mitted  or  allowed  . 

Provided  alway,  and  it  is  further  enacted,  that  if  any, 
free  mans  Son,  being  of  full  age  (which  (hall  hereafter 
be  mariedwith  theconfent  of  his  . 'Father  ,  or  any  other 
perfon,  being  of  full  age,  which  (hall  hereafter  mary  any 
free  mans  daughter)  do  at  the  time  of  the  efpoufalls ,  or 
any  time  after ,  confefs  themfelves,  by  writing  fully  fa- 
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tisfied  of  his,  or  their  portion,  or  do  othervvife  acquit  and 
difcharge  the  Father  of  fuch  frees  mans  fonnes ,  or 
daughters,  of  all  their  part  and  portion  due,  or  to  be  due, 
bytne  Law  andcuftomeof  the  City,  that  then  every 
fuch  perfon,  fo  confefling ,  acquiting,  or  otherwife  dil- 
charging,  ftiall  be  reputed  and  taken ,  as  fully  advanced 
of  his  or  their  whole  part,  or  portion,  and  fhall  not  be  en¬ 
abled  ,  to  demand  any  further ,  or  greater  part  of  the 
fubftance,  goods,  and  chattells,  of  his  or  her  Father:  this 
Law, or  any  other  Law  or  cuftome  heretofore  had,  made 
or  ufed  to  the  contrary,  notwithftanding. 

And  further ,  for  as  much  as  it  is  thought  very  pre- 
judiciall  and  hurtfull  to'the  fatherlefs  children  and  Or¬ 
phans,  when  the  Mother,  or  Mother-in-law,  being  exe¬ 
cutrix  of  the  laffc  Will  and  Teftament  of  her  late  hus¬ 
band,  by  whom,  and  after  whole  death,  the  Or¬ 
phans  are  intituled  to  an  Orphanage ,  (according  to  the 
laudable  cuftomes  and  this  City)  do  divers  times 
mary  or  contract  matrimony,  fome  with  foreiners ,  and 
perfons  unknown,  and  fome  with  free  men ,  or  ever  a 
juft  Inventary  of  the  Goods,  Chattells,  Plate,  Jewels, 
ready  money  of  the  Teftatours,  be  by  them  brought  in: 
By  reafon  whereof,  many  times,  they  (either  for  fear  or 
ane&ion  of  their  husbands,  or  for  fome  other  finifter 
caufe)do  bring  in  very  fufpicious  Inventaries ,  omitting 
therein  either  ready  mony, plate, Jewels  or  debts, or  fome 
other  thing,  or  things,  whereby  fome  benefit  fhould  re¬ 
dound  to  the  fatherlefs  children,  to  the  great  lofs  and 
hinderance  of  the  Orphans,  and  fometime  Hander  to  the 
Lord  Mayor,  and  Aldermen  of  the  City,  notwithftand- 
ing  their  great  care,  and  travaile  that  they  take  for  the 
good  ordering,  and  true  anfwering  of  the  faid  Orphans. 
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It  is  therefore, by  like  authority,  ordained, eftablifhed, 
and  ena#ed,  that  if  after  the  firft  day  of  November  next 
enfuing ,  any  widow ,  which  is,  or  (hall  be  made  execu¬ 
trix  of  the  Teftament  and  laft  Will  of  her  late  husband, 
( being  a  free  man )  or  (hall  take  upon  her  the  admi- 
nift  ration  of  the  goods,  and  chattells,  of  her  late  husband 
(being  a  free  man )  do  not  upon  her  oath  bring  in ,  and 
exhibit,  or  caufe  to  be  brougnt  in,  and  exhibited  before 
the  Lord  Mayor,  and  Aldermen  of  this  faid  City ,  for 
the  time  being, at ,  and  in  a  Court  of  Aldermen ,  a  juft 
and  perfe#  Inventary  ( to  their  knowledge,  )  of  all  the 
goods,  chattells,  Plate,  andjuells,  ready  Money,  and 
debts,  as  were  her  faid  husbands;  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
appraifed  according  to  the  Law  of  the  faid  City,  before 
fhe  do  enfure  her  felf  in  mariage,  or  contra#  mariage, 
or  elfe  according  to  the  Lawes  of  the  Realm,  do  perfect¬ 
ly  folemnize,  or  confummate  mariage  with  any  perfon, 
before  fuch  time  as  aforefaid ,  that  then  every  perfon  fo 
offending,  fhall  forfeit  and  lofe  viii.  s.  of  every  pound,of 
her  portion,  of  the  goods  of  her  late  husband, due  to  her 
by  the  laudable  cuftome  of  this  faid  City,  the  fame  to 
go  to  the  ufe  of  fuch  Orphan,  or  Orphans,  as  then  fhall 
be  entituled  to  have  or  demand  any  Orphanage,  or  por¬ 
tion,  after  the  death  of  his  or  her  late  Father,  the  fame  to 
be  demanded,  asked,  claimed,  or  fued  for,  againft  fuch 
executrix ,  or  adminiftratrix ,  by  bill  originall  of  debt, 
to  be  commenced ,  in  our  Soveraign  Lord  the  Kings 
Court,  holden  in  the  utter  chamber  of  the  Guild-hall ,  of 
the  City,  before  the  Lord  Mayor,  and  Aldermen  of  the 
fame  City,  for  the  time  being, Any  Law,  &c.  In  which 
a#ion ,  no  wager,  &c. 
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Namely,  of  that  one,whereby  a  rcalbnable 

partition  of  the  goods  of  husbands  among  their 
Wives  and  Children  is  provided : 

With  an  anfwer  to  fuch  obje&ions  and  pretenced 

reafons ,  as  are  by  perfons  unadvifed  or  evill  perfwaded^ 
uied  againft  the  lame. 
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Printed  by  James  Fu$  kee, 
Printer  to  that  Honourable  City,  16  52. 


Juris  civilis  de  confuetudine  Axiomata 
five  Maxima. 

Confuetudovim  habet  ret  Judicata: 

Confuetudo  ejl  optima  legum  interpret . 

Conventio  &  confuetudo  vincunt  legem. 

Confuetudo  firmata  ejl  ubi  fimili  aliquando  contra- 
ditto  ,  ludicio  quid  ejl  obtentum  feu  ludicatum . 

Ceepta  ufucapio  vel  prafcriptio  per  defunct  urn 5  conti- 
matur  per  haredem ,  cumin  omnejus defuntH 
(fuccedat  hares . 

Profunda  requie  humanogemri  profpexit  ufucapio] 
Sarto. 

Ufucapio  ejl  quits  ptriculi  filmtudmfque  litium . 
Cicero. 
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A  Briefe  Difcourfe ,  declaring  and  ap- 

proving  the  ncceflary  and  inviolable  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  laudable  Cuftomcs  of  London • 

Efindeit  neceffary  in  all  common-wealths., 
for  fubje&s  to  live  under  the  direction  of 
Lawes,  conftitutions  or  cuftomes  publick- 
ly  known  and  received,  and  not  to  depend 
onelyupon  the  commandement  andplea- 
fure  of  the  governour ,  bee  the  fame  never  fo  juft  or  fin- 
cere  in  life  and  converfation.  For  that  the  Law  once 
enabled  and  eftablifhed ,  extendeth  his  execution  to¬ 
wards  all  men  alike  without  favour  or  affection whereas 
if  the  word  of  a  Prince  were  a  Law*  the  fame  being  a 
mortall  man,muft  needs  be  poffefled  with  thofe  paffions, 
and  inclinations  of  favour  or  disfavour  that  other  men 
be  :  and  fometimes  decline  from  the  conftant  and  unre- 
moveable  levell  of  indifferency  ,  to  refpedt  the  man  be- 
iides  the  matter ,  if  not  to. regard  the  perfon  more  then 
thecaufe.  Wherefore  it  was  well  agreed  by  thewifeft 
Philofophers  and  greateft  Politicks  ,.that  a  dumb  Lawes 
direction  is  to  be  preferred  before  the  foie  difpofition  of 
any  living  Prince,  both  for  the  caufe  afore  touched,  and 
for  other  reafons  which  I  will  here  omir.  But  to  de¬ 
fend  to  the  particularities  of  my  intention ,  and  to  treat 
of  the  validitie  and  inviolable  obfervation  of Tome  lauda¬ 
ble  (I  might  term  them  facred)cuftomes,  being  the  prin- 
cipall  joynts ,  and  very  finews  of  all  good  Corporations 
and  Fellowfhips,  and  being  alfo  the  maimainers  of  a  fa- 
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cred  unity  and  naturall  amity  between  the  husband  and 
his  wife ,  the  parents  and  their  children,  which  ( as  Ari- 
(lotle  the  wife  Philofopher  termeth  it)  is  the  beginning  of 
a  City.  For  what  is  a  City  but  a  manifold  and  joynt 
fociety  confifting  of  many  houlholds ,  and  living  under 
the  fame  Lawes ,  Freedomes  and  Franchifes  i  fo  I  muft 
needs  confefs  them  to  be  the  procurers  and  caufesof 
fundry  good  effe&s  to  the  generall  eftate  of  the  City 
wherein  they  be  obferved :  as  of  the  other  fide  they,  may 
breed  fundry  inconveniences  in  fuch  a  City  where  the 
fame  are  violated  and  broken  with  allowance  and  impu¬ 
nity.  I  will  therefore  fhortly  ftiew  the  nature  of  a  cu¬ 
ftome  ,  and  the  difference  which  it  holdeth  from  a  pub- 
lick  Law.  And  next  I  will  declare  how  neceffary  the 
fame  are  to  manage  the  government ,  and  to  entertain 
the  profperity  and  traffique  of  this  City  :  and  namely 
that  one  good  cuflome  which  I  intend  to  fpeak  of.  Laft- 
ly,I  will  endevour  to  anfwer  thole  pretenfed  reafons,  and 
colourable  objections  made  againft  the  precifc  mainte¬ 
nance  and  defence  thereof. 

Firft  then  I  fuppofe  that  a  cuftome  which  juftly  de- 
ferveth  that  name,  is  of  no  lefs  reverent  regard  and  au¬ 
thority  then  a  written  Law,  palfed  and  allowed  in  Parlia¬ 
ment:  which  notwithftanding  I  do  grant  that  there  are 
certain  differences  between  a  Law  and  a  cuftome  :  for 
the  cuftome  taketh  his  force  by  degrees  of  time, and  con- 
fent  of  a  certain  people^  or  the  better  part  thereof,  but  a 
Law  fpringeth  up  in  an  inftant ,  and  receiveth  life  from 
him  that  is  of  foveraign  authority  to  command.  A  cu¬ 
ftome  enlargeth  it  felte  by  plaunble  entertainment,  and 
acceptable  circumftances  of  time  and  occafion ,  with  ge¬ 
nerall  liking  and  allowance,  whereas  a  Law  is  com¬ 
manded 
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manded  and  publifhed  by  power  and  received  by  duti- 
full  conftraint  ,  and  that  often  againft  the  good  will  of 
them  that  are  bound  by  it ,  for  which  caufe  Chryfojlomc 
not  improperly  compared  the  Cuftome  to  a  King,  and 
the  Law  to  a  T yrant.  Moreover  the  cuftome  doth  nei¬ 
ther  promife  a  reward  for  obfervation ,  nor  inflid  a  pu- 
nifhment  for  violation  thereof  :  whereas  the  Law  al- 
wayes  importeth  either  a  confideration  of  gain ,  or  a 
terrour  of  punifhment  or  damage ,  if  the  fame  be  not  a 
Law  of  enlargement  or  permiflion  that  difanulleth  the 
prohibitions  of  a  former  Law.  Finally  a  cuftome  is 
applyed  to  the  commodity  of  fome  one  province ,  cir¬ 
cuit  or  City, and  grounded  upon  a  fpeciall  reafon  of  con¬ 
venience  or  commodity ,  for  thofe  perfons  or  place  Sec  $4  h. 
where  it  is  obferved  :  whereas  the  Law  hath  a  generall  ^ecu~ 
reafon ,  extended  to  the  whole  Nation  bound  by  the  A  rmn 
fame,  without  private  confideration  of  thedueimpor-  m3yn°c 
tances  of  any  peculiar  place  or  people.  Therefore  it  plead  a 
is  well  faid,and  put  in  ure  by  the  common  Lawyer, guod  cuftome 
confuetudo  ex  rationabili  caufa  profeffa  privat  communem  le-  ^r„gnam 
That  a  cuftome  grounded  upon  reafonable  and  foAhac  is 
noneft  confideration  abridgeth  or  altereth  the  judge- 
ment  of  the  common  Law.  So  that  in  cuftomes  the  no  cuftom 
eftate  or  condition  of  the  people  are  to  be  refpe&ed,  and  ochewifc 
fuch  cuftomes  as  are  conionant  to  reafon,  and  moft  ap- 
pliable  to  the  eftate  and  quality  of  fuch  people,  are  to  be  been  piea- 
allowed.  For  example^the  cuftome  of  Boroughenrlifh ,  yet  bc 

in  force  in  fundry  places  of  England^  whereby  the  youn-  Cuyor* 
ger  fonne  is  to  inherite  his  fathers  land ,  hath  taken  Coun.y3as 
ftrength  by  this  reafon ,  that  the  father  may  ( if  he  be  not  ® 
carelefs  and  fecure  to  do  his  children  good )  train  up  his  and  fuch 
elder  Sons  in  fome  good  T rade  or  Occupation  by  which  *ikc- 

they 
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they  may  te  able  to  get  their  own  living :  whereas  the 
youngeft,  by  the  impotency  and  tendernefs  of  his  yeers, 
may  be  perchance  unapt  and  unable  for  fuch  inftru&ion. 
And  fo  the  Cuftome  commendable  that  providethfor 
the  reliefe  of  the  young  and  impotent.  Aifo  by  an  old 
cuftome  of  this  Land ,  in  fundry  Boroughs  and  Towns, 
Lands  were  devifable  by  Will,  though  the  Lawesof 
England  pronounced  fuch  devifes  to  be  void  and  the 
reafon  was,  for  that  inhabitants  of  Boroughs  or  Cities, 

,  whofe  trafliqueand  Trade  refteth  much  upon  mutual! 

•  truft  andcredite,  are  oftentimes  indebted  at  the  time  of 
their  death.  W herefore  it  was  thought  meet ,  that  they 
might  devife  their  land  for  the  due  fatisfa&ion  of  their 
creditours,  which  to  do  ,  they  were  enabled  by  the  cu¬ 
ftome.  In  Kent  and  other  places  of  this  land ,  the  cu¬ 
ftome  of  Gavelkinde  is  maintained,  which  importeth  an 
equall  divifion  of  the  inheritance  to  be  made  among  all 
the  brethren :  a  cuftome  partly  grounded  upon  a  naturall 
confideration,  for  that  all  the  Sonnes  hold  the  like  ob¬ 
ligation  of  nature  and  defert  with  their  Parents ,  in  the 
wrhich  they  have  an  equall  intereft  :  and  alfo  fuffered  to 
take  place  in  Kent ,  and  other  places  of  this  Land,  in  thofe 
dayes  moft  inclinable  to  rebellion ,  to  the  intent  to  en¬ 
feeble  their  forces,  and  to  bring  their  great  houfes  and 
families  to  impuiftance  and  decay,  thereby  to  difable  and 
difcourage  them  from  fuch  unlawfull  and  violent  at¬ 
tempts. 

And  to  come  neerer  to  the  matter,  this  famous  and 
renowned  City  of  London  hath  many  laudable  and  anci¬ 
ent  cuftomes  :  which  though  they  derogate  and  differ 
much  from  the  rules  of  the  common  Law ,  yet  have  they 
been  not  onely  approved  by  inviolate  experience  of  fun- 
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dry  ages,  but  alfo  have  been  of  old  rajtified  and  confirmed 
by  fundry  Ads  of  Parliamentj&  Charters  of  Princes, and 
namely  by  the  Statute  of  Magna  Chart  a ,  by  thefe  words  Magna 
following,  Quod  civ  it  as  London  habeat  omnes  liberties  ^hatu-cs* 
fuas  antiqnas  &  confuetudines  quas  habere  confuevit ,  which 
is,  That  the  City  of  London  have  all  their  ancient  liberties 
and  cujlomes  which  they  have  ufed  to  have.  The  words 
following  for  other  Cities,  &c.  be,  Quod  habeant  omnes 
liberties  &  liber  as  confuetudines  juas ,  which  fignifieth, 
that  they  flail  (fill  retaine  their  liberties  and  free  cujlomes , 
that  is  to  fay,  their  freedomes  and  immunities,  as  to  bee 
di  fcharged  of  toll,  pontage,  and  fuch  like  :  Whereas  the 
City  o {London  hath  provision  made  by  that  eftatute,  for 
all  ufages  and  cuftomes  whatfoever.  Verily  as  the  City 
of  London  bearethoddes,  and  prerogative  over  other  Ci¬ 
ties  in  Engl,  being  the  Metropolis  or  mother  City  there¬ 
of,  fo  are  the  inhabitants  of  it  no  lefs  neceflary  then  pro¬ 
fitable  members  of  the  Commonwealth ,  in  tranfport- 
ing  our  commodities  into  other  lands ,  and  enriching  us 
with  the  benefits  and  fruits  of  other  countries.  The  Ci¬ 
ty  of  Rome ,  and  Citizens  of  the  fame  had  that  preroga¬ 
tive  as  in  other  things ,  fo  alfo  in  their  executions  for 
caufes  capitall,  that  they  fliould  not  be  crucified ,  being  a 
death  of  great  torment  and  infamy,  but  onely  beheaded. 

The  benefit  of  which  cuftome  Saint  Paul  claimed  and  ob¬ 
tained  in  the  time  of  Nero  :  pretending  that  hee  wasa 
Citizen  of  Rome.  The  faid  Citizens  alfo  by  the  dignity 
and  reputation  of  their  City  were  not  for  any  tranfgref- 
fion  or  offence  to  be  fettered ,  whipped,  or  fcourged, 
which  priviledge  likewife  the  faid  Saint  Paul  took  hold 
of,  who  being  opprefted  by  the  calumnious  accuf.  tions 
and  outcries  of  the  Jewes,  was  by  commandement  of 
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Aa$.ii.  Claudius  Lyfias  the  Captain  to  be  examined  by  torture 
of  whips ,  what  was  the  caufe  o£  that  generall  murmure 
and  exclamation  of  the  people  againft  him  :  yet  Saint 
Paul  by  alleaging  that  hee  was  a  freeman  of  Rome ,  not 
onely  delivered  himfelfe  from  the  injury  and  rage  of  the 
people,  but  alfo  made  the  Captain  much  afraid  of  que- 
ftion  or  punifhment  for  the  indignity  offered  unto  him, 
fo  great  was  the  Majefty  of  that  City ,  and  fo  reverent 
the  reputation  of  all  fuch  as  were  accounted  members 
thereof.  Aihemus  termed  Rome  in  thofe  dayes  very 
fitly,  Epitome  totiw  orbis ,  an  abridgement  of  the  whole- 
world  ,  for  the  continuall  concourfe  and  refort  of  all  Na¬ 
tions  thither.  We  may  derive  thence  an  argument  for 
ourpurpofe,  that  London  being  worthy  that  title.  Epi¬ 
tome  totius  Angli<*jn  refped  of  the  neceffary  repair  and 
frequent  affembly  of  all  eftates  therein,  whether  it  be  for 
Juft  ice  by  the  Lawes  of  this  Land ,  which  are  here  admi- 
niftred ,  or  by  trade  of  marchandife ,  which  is  here  fo 
great  that  it  may  bee  termed  folios  occidentis  emporium  : 
and  chiefly  becaufe  of  the  favourable  and  often  fojorn  of 
our  moft  royall  and  gracious  Soveraign,  whofe  Majefties 
chamber  this  is  as  it  alwayes  hath  been  of  her  moft  noble 
progenitors :  the  fame  is  no  lefs  worthy  of  fundry  prehe- 
minences  which  by  Cuftome  and  Charter  it  enjoyeth  a- 
bove  other  Cities  of  this  Land. 

E  fo  We  finde  in  our  Law  Books,  that  the  Scholers  of  Ox - 
17.  vide  ford  claimed  a  priviledge  by  cuftome,  to  have  prefer- 
vroob  ment  0f  any  houfe  or  lodging ,  that  was  to  be  let  in  the 

u  cr‘  *  City  of  Oxford ,  and  the  fame  was  allowed  in  the  Com¬ 
mon  place  in  We(l?ninfler ,  where  Juftice  Finchden  a  man 
of  great  reckoning  at  that  time  faid,  that  it  is  reafon  that 
they  which  are  principall  Inftruments  of  great  good  in 
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the'Commonwealth ,  fhould  have  beneficiall  cuftomes 
for  the  maintenance  of  their  focieties  :  the  like  reafon 
(faith  he)  ferveth  for  the  Merchants  of  the  ftaple  in  Weft- 
minfler^  and  alfo  for  the  Jufticesof  Affifes,  orjuftices 
in  Ey  re,to  have  the  like  prerogative.  Alfo  it  is  not  un¬ 
fit  to  remember ,  that  the  Barons  of  the  Land  have  di¬ 
vers  prerogatives  above  other  fuhjedts ,  that  is ,  they 
fhall  not  be  fworn  when  they  pafs  upon  their  Peers ,  and 
if  they  bring  an  appeal ,  the  defendant  fhall  not  wage 
battaile  againft  them ,  and  they  are  exempted  out  of  all 
returnes  in  Juries ,  and  fhall  not  be  fworn  in  Leets ,  and 
all  in  refpeft  of  their  dignity,  and  for  the  neceflary  ufe  of 
them  in  government  of  the  Commonwealth.  So  that 
perfons  of  needfull  employment  in  the  eftate ,  have  al- 
wayes  been  favoured  in  ail  their  honeft  cuftomes  or  pre- 
fcriptions ,  and  efpecially  the  Citizens  of  London ,  and 
the  rather  for  the  great  prefumption  and  opinion  con¬ 
ceived  of  their  experience ,  who  being  trained  by  hard 
education,  in  great  ufe  of  fervice  and  affairs :  and  alfo  by 
their  travaile  and  traffique  beyond  the  Seas ,  by  conti- 
nuall  negotiation  with  other  Nations  muft  needs  ( by  all 
reafonable  likelihood )  procure  unto  themfelves  great 
judgement  and  fufficiency ,  to  manage  a  politick  Regi¬ 
ment  in  their  City,  according  unto  that  verfe  of  the  Poet 
Homer  in  the  beginning  of  his  T  reatife  of  wife  Ulyjfes  his 
adventures  remembring  his  travaile  into  fundry  Nati¬ 
ons  and  Cities. 

Die  mihi  Mufa  virum  capta  pofl  temper  a  Trot 
gtti  mores  hominum  mult  or  um  'vidit  &  urbes. 

The  fenfe  whereof  may  be  well  exprefTed  in  Eng- 
iifh  verfe  without  rime  thus : 

All  travelers  do  gladly  report  great  praifi  oflilyffes  : 

Hi  '  Tor 


H  A  briefe  difcourfe  of  the 

For  that  he  knew  many  mens  manners ,  and  [aw  many 
Cities . 

Which  opinion  of  their  policy  and  experience  cai> 
ceived  and  approved  by  the  noble  Princes  of  this  Land 
in  all  ages  doth  evidently  appear  by  the  manner  of  their 
government,  whereat  Grangers  do  no  lefs  envy  then  ad¬ 
mire  feeing  fo  populous  a  City,  containing  by  true  efti- 
mation  more  then  500  thoufands  of  all  forts  of  Inhabi¬ 
tants,  managed  not  by  cruell  Viceroy  es-,  as  is  Naples  or 
Millain ,  neither  by  proud  Podejla ,  as  be  molt  Cities  in 
Italy  ^  or  infolent  Lieutenants  or  Prefidents ,  as  are  fun- 
dry  Cities  in  France ,  (vvhofe  Preiidents  are  noble  men  or 
Captaines,  having  their  perfons  environed  with  a  guard 
of  Souldiers,  and  holding  their  Cities  poffeflfed  with  a 
Garrifon,  as  well  in  the  quieteft  calm  of  peace ,  as  in  the 
hotteft.  combuftion  of  war :)  but  by  a  man  of  Trade  or  a 
meer  Merchant,  who  notwithftanding ,  during  the  time 
of  his  Magift  racy,  carrieth  himfelfe  with  that  honourable 
magnificence  .in  his  port,,  and  enfign^s  of  eftate,  that  the 
Confuls,  Tribunes  or  Pretors  of  Rome ,  (namely ,  when 
as  the  fame  was  reduced  to  a  Monarchy)  much  lefs  the 
Fodejla  of  any  City  in  italy^  never  bare,  the  like  .repiefen-r 
ration  of  dignity,  and  that  not  onely  in  peaceable  feafons 
but  in  time  of  greateft  warre  :  for  fuch  credit,  the  Prin¬ 
ces  of  this.  Land  have  (Ull  repofed  in  their  fidelity  and 
wife  direction,  that  we  have  few  examples  in  any  Chro¬ 
nicle  of  any  noble  manor  other  appointed  toafliftthe 
Lord  Mayor  in  his  government,  much  ler:  to  be  foie 
Ruler  or  Lieutenant  for  the  time. ,  were  the  Rate  never 
fo  troublefome ,  and  the  affaires  of  never  fo  great  confe- 
quence  and  importance. 

And  to  adde  a  little  more  in  proofeof  the  fingular 
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good  conceipt  had  of  their  fervice  to  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  and  that  the  fame  hath  in  all  ages  from  the  Con- 
queft  given,  them  prerogative  above  other  Cities  of  this 
Land ,  we  read  in  the  vii.  yeer  of  Henry  the  vi.  that  in  a  7  h.6.  j  t. 
nAtivo  habendo  brought  by  the  Lord  to  recover  his  vil¬ 
lain,  it  was  adjudged  a  good  return  made  by  the  SherifFe 
®f  London ,  that  fuch  was  the  Cuftome  of  London ,  that 
a  villain  having  remained  there  the  fpace  of  one  whole, 
yeer  and  a  day,  could  not  bee  fetched  or  removed  out 
thence.  For  fo  great  is  the  prerogative  of  that  place, 
that  it  giveth  protection  to  the  villain  or  bondman  a- 
gainft  his  Lord ,  while  the  laid  bondman  fhall  be  refiant 
there. .  Likewife  it'  was  taken  for  a  good  cuftome  in  the 
City  of  London ,  that  no  attaint  fhould  be  maintained  for 
a  fuppofed  falfe  verdidh  given  in  that:  City.  In  the  7 
which  cafe  the  SherifFe  of  London  made  return  upon  a 
writ  of  attaint  fued  again  If  a  Londoner ,  that  fuch  was  and  was  ad- 
had  been  alwayes  the  cuftome -of  the  City,  that  no  at-  iudscd  in 
taint  fhould  be  allowed  againft  any  Commoner  or  other 1 E'3’ 
Citizen  of  the  fame,  for  which  caufe  he  might  not  falvis 
libertiitibns  without  impeachment  of  their  liberties,  ferve 
or  execute  the  writ.  Then  was  there  a  writ  directed 
out  of  the  Chancery  to  the  Jufticesof  the  Kings  Bench 
with  exprefs  commandement  to  allow  to  the  Mayor, 

SherifFes  and  Citizens  all  their  liberties',  immunities  and 
cu-ftomes,  and  further  out  of  that  writ  was  a  Venire  fitcias 
directed  to  the  Mayor  and  SherifFes ,  whereby  was  day 
given  them  to  come  and  make  declaration  of  their  cu¬ 
ftome,  at  .which  day  the  parties  plaintifFe  and  defendant: 
being  prefent  ,  the  Mayor  and  SherifFes  had  full  allow¬ 
ance  of  their  cuftomes,the  SherifFes  were  holdenexcufed 
for  their  return ,  and  the  parties  writ  was  abated ,  and  >. 

H  3  him-. 
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himfelfe  punifhed  by  imprifonment  for  his  vexation.  I 
have  here  at  large  remembred  this  cafe, to  the  end  it  may 
appear  both  what  credit  and  opinion  of  confcience  and 
truth ,  the  Law  afcribed  to  the  Citizens  of  London^ 
andalfo  howcarefull  and  vigilant  the  Mayor  andShe- 
l'iffes  have  alwayes  been  to  preferve  and  uphold  their  cu- 
ftomes,  although  fithence  that  onely  cuftome  was  for 
efpeciall caufes  abrogated  by  the  Statute  ofn.  H.  7. 
and  an  attaint  given  in  London .  Moreover,  we  finde  it  re¬ 
corded  in  M.  2.  E.  3.  that  whereas  a  Citizen  of  London 
brought  an  appeal  of  Robbery,  and  the  defendant  would 
have  tryed  his  innocency  by  battail,as  he  may  in  fembla- 
ble  cafe  againft  another  man,  mlky  then  Juftice  anfwer- 
ed  him ,  that  he  was  not  to  have  allowance  of  battaile  in 
an  appeal  commenced  by  a  Citizen  of  London ,  for  that 
by  cuftome  of  their  City  they  were  exempted  frpm  it. 
p.20  e.  $.  The  like  appeal  was  fued  P.  20.  £.3.  wherein  the  defen- 
cor.pi.  1 2  5  (jant  macje  0ffer  0f  the  fame  t riall.  And  although  hee 
that  fued  the  appeal,  would  have  joyned  battaile  without 
regard  of  this  franchife,  the  Lord  Mayor  with  the  reft  of 
the  Corporation  fued  a  writ  out  of  the  Chancery,  recit¬ 
ing  their  cuftome  or  franchife,  and  prayed  allowance 
of  it  in  difturbance  of  the  battaile.  20.  £.3.  Cor  on.  1:5. 

If  a  free  man  or  free  woman  of  London  be  committed 
to  Ludgate ,  they  are  to  be  excufed  from  the  ignominy  of 
Irons,  if  they  can  finde  fureties  to  be  true  prisoners,  and 
ifthefumbe  not  above  an  hundred  pounds.  Upon  the 
like  reafon  is  that  cuftome  eftablifhed  for  the  liberall  and 
milde  imprifonment  of  the  Citizens  in  Ludgate ,  where¬ 
by  they  nave  indulgence  and  favour  to  go  abroad  into  a- 
ny  place  by  Baft  on  as  we  term  it,  under  the  gard  and  fu- 
perintendency  of  their  Keeper ,  with  whom  they  muft 
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return  again  to  the  Prifon  at  night :  a  ciiftome  verily, 
though  quarrelled  with  by  Tome ,  and  luppofed  to  be  the 
hinderance  and  delay  of  juftice ,  and  oftentimes  a  mean 
to  defraud  men  of  their  true  debts  and  executions ,  yet 
the  ground  thereof  being  well  examined,  it  wanteth  not 
a  found  maintenance  in  the  courfe  of  reafon  (as  I  think.) 
For  the  prefcription  or  cuftome  is  but  a  mitigation  of  the 
extremity  of  their  imprifonment,  ferving  rather  for  the 
expedition  of  their  difcharge,  and  fpeedy  fatisfa&ion  of 
their  creditours,  then  for  any  other  purpofe :  fo  that  this 
fcope  and  licence  in  proper  conftru<5tion  and  fenfeof 
Law,  cannot.be  termed  an  enlargement  or  liberty.  For 
to  remain  in  the  materiall  Prifon  in  the  night ,  and  to  go 
forth  out  of  the  fame  in  the  day ,  under  the  reftraint  and 
controll  of  a  continuall  Keeper ,  is  alwayes  an  imprifon¬ 
ment,  though  exercifed  with  greater  mildnefs  and  leni¬ 
ty.  And  divers  caufes  there  are  to  warrant  the  fame  in 
London  rather  then  in  other  places:  the  one  is  for  that  the 
City  of  London  ftandcthchiefely  upon  the  traffique  and 
intercourfe  of  Merchants,  and  the  ufe  of  buying  and  fel¬ 
ling  of  their  fundry  commodities ,  which  is  not  alwayes 
performed  by  themfelves,  but  by  their  favours  and  fer- 
vants,  and  oftentimes  one  favour  or  agent  ferveth  the 
turn  of  many  Merchants,  whereby  hee  is  preffcd  to  fun- 
dry  and  feverall  accounts.  Wherefore  to  the  end  the 
pnfoners  may  enform  themfelves  upon  their  mutuall 
reckonings,  both  what  they  owe ,  and  what  is  due  unto 
them,  and  alfo  that  upon  conference  and  account  with 
their  agents  returning  from  other  countreys,  they  may 
be  made  acquainted  with  the  increafe  of  their  adven¬ 
tures  or  commodities ,  it  is  neceffary  they  fhould  have 
places  of  meeting ,  which  will  not  be  fo  convenient  in  a 
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clofe  pri.i'on,  the  fame  being  no  place  of  afTembly  or  free 
accefle  (efpecially  it  being  no  common  duty  in  the 
Gaoler  to  permit  any  perfon  to  come  among  his  prifo- 
ners  for  any  fuch  occafion)  and  if  the  Gaoler  were  bound 
to  endure  and  fuffer  fuch  common  and  voluntary  repair 
unto  his  prifoners  :  yet  will  it  be  no  fit  place  for  Mer¬ 
chants  to  treat  and  negotiate  their  caufes ,  which  cannot 
be  well  determined  without  their  Books  of  accounts,and 
vvitneffes  of  their  cont rads,  and  oft  mufl  the  fame  bee 
decided  before  the  Matters  of  their  Trades  or  Compa¬ 
nies.  So  that  this  cuftome  made  in  furtherance  of  mutu- 
all  accounts ,  doth  very  much  enable  the  prifoner  to 
como4  E  Procure  liberty  and  pay  his  debt.  Alfo  if  the  prifo- 
ner  be  poor  and  of  himfelfe  unable  to  pay ,  this  tolerati¬ 
on  of  their  going  abroad  with  the  Keeper,  is  a  good 
meane  for  him  to  procure  the  Alms,  and  reliefe  of  other 
charitable  people,  thereby  the  fooner  to  purchafe  his  li¬ 
berty.  Whereby  it  appeareth  what  reckoning  the  Law 
maketh  of  them,  in  confideration  of  their  great  hazzard 
by  Sea  ( through  danger  of  ihip wrack  or  piracy )  and  ad¬ 
venture  in  ftrange  Countreys  (  by  falfhood  and  negli¬ 
gence  of  Fadours )  or  by  wars  between  Princes ,  the  in¬ 
conveniences  and  mifchiefes  whereof,  are  not  fo  often- 
five  or  prejudicial!  to  any,  as  to  Merchants ,  whofe  con¬ 
dition  as  it  may  by  a  fortunate  voyage  be  much  enriched 
and  advanced  :  fo  may  it  by  any  of  the  mifchances 
aforefaid,  be  fo  empaired  and  overthrown,  that  it  may 
turn  himfelfe,  his  wife,  and  family  to  utter  calamity  and 
diflreffe.  Therefore  as  the  hope  and  comfort  of  the  wife 
(having  commonly  no  affurance  of  joynture  in  the  City, 
nor  expedation  of  dower  as  other  women  have)  and  alfo 
of  the  children  ( being  for  the  moft  part  born  to  no  great 
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patrimony,  other  then  that  which  their  fathers  fhallby 
*  their  vertuous  induftry  acquire )  doth  onely  depend  up¬ 
on  the  fortune  of  their  husbands  or  fathers  travaile ,  it 
hath  laudably  andconfcionably  been  obferved  foracu- 
ftome,  and  is  yet  by  the  wifer  and  better  fort  religioufly 
regarded  that  when  any  Citizen  of  London  dyeth ,  his 
wife  dial  I  have  the  third  part  of  his  goods,  and  the  chil¬ 
dren  another  third  part,  equally  to  be  divided  among 
them,  according  to  the  proportion  of  his  goods ,  and 
himfelfe  another  third  part  to  difpofe  by  his  laft  Will 
and  T eftament  at  his  pleafure.  A  partition  fo  reafona- 
ble  and  grounded  upon  fo  good  confideration,  ( the  qua¬ 
lity  and  eftate  of  the  Londoners  confidered, )  that  if  it 
were  not  approved  by  cuftome,but  to  be  propofed  in  the 
vvifeft  and  higheft  Court  of  Parliament,  whether  it  were 
fit  to  have  the  force  of  a  Law,  I  think  no  man  ( unleffe  he 
were  a  Timon  by  nature,  or  a  Diogenes  by  difpofition)  no 
man  I  fay  pofTeffed  with  common  humanity  would  gain- 
fay  or  impugn  it.  Doth  not  the  common  Law  now  in 
force  give  the  husband  prefently  by  the  intermariage,  all 
the  goods  and  chattells  of  his  wife ,  though  the  fame  bee 
of  the  value  of  iocoo  pounds ,  fo  that  when  fhee  is  once 
his  wife,  the  Law  difableth  her  to  give  or  difpofe  any 
thing  that  was  hers  before  <  And  fiiall  not  the  husband  be 
bound  by  femblable  Obligation  of  reafon  to  leave  his 
wife  the  third  part  of  his  goods,  and  if  the  Law  be  in  that 
refped  defective  ( as  what  Law  in  the  world,  except  the 
Law  of  God,  is  without  his  imperfe&ions  < )  fhall  not 
the  cuftome  fupply  it  in  fuch  fort ,  that  no  barbarous  and 
uncharitable  or  cautelcus,  and  unkinde  prattifes  by  deed 
of  gift, or  otherwife, fiiall  difappoint  or  defraud  the  fame? 
efpecially  here  in  London ,  where  the  good  efhte  of  men, 
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for  the  molt  part  confifteth  in  movables,  by  reafon  of 
their  continuall  Trades  and  Exchanges ,.  lo  that  their  • 
wives  cannot  allure  themfelves  of  their  dowry  common¬ 
ly  called  thirds,  as  they  might  if  their  husbands  were  feif- 
ed  of  Lands  in  Fee-fimple.  Alio  the  comfortable  focie- 
ty  between  husband  ami  wife,  is  of  that  pretious  eftimate 
and  honourable  reputation  before  God  and  man,  that 
there  may  not  poflfibly  a  more  facred  and  ftrait  conjun¬ 
ction  be  imagined  among  the  children  of  men.  Charon - 
das  the  Philo'opher  calleth  them  Hmofipios,  which  figni- 
fieth,  fed  with  the  felfe  fame  food.  And  Efimenides  a- 
nother  Philofopher  calleth  them  Homocapnos ,  which  is  as . 
much  to  fay,  as  uling  the  felfe  fame  fmoke ,  and  the  felfe 
fame  manger ,  and  as  it  were  drawing  the  felfe  fame 
breath.  Finally,  the  Scripture  giveth  exprefle  charge  to 
each  man  to  tender  his  wife  with  extraordinary  good  of- 
M nub.  ca,  fices  by  faying,  Thou  [halt  leave  thy  Father  and  Mother , 

Ma  k  ca  an^  c^afue  t0  tty  mfe'  ^  tbe  f°rce  of  cuflome  did  not 
10.  *c  P  enforce  the  matter,  thefeonely  conliderations  were  fuf- 
'  cor.a.7-  ficient  to  prove ,  that  there  iliould  be  nothing  private, 
nothing  peculiar,  nothing  proper,  but  every  thing  in 
common,  every  thing  equally  interefted  between  the 
husband  and  the  wife.  The  like  though  not  equall  affe¬ 
ction  is  commanded  by  the  Apoftle  to  the  Col.  3.  by  the 
Fathers  towards  their  children.  Ton  fathers  be  tender  and 
loving  unto  your  children ,  and  discourage  them  net. 

But  let  us  fee  what  account  our  common  Law  hath 
made  of  the  like  cuftomes,  founded  upon  the  love  and  af¬ 
fection  between  man  and  wife.  It  was  ufed  of  ancient 

time  in  Gavelkinde  Land ,  and  hath  received  the  allow- 
%  ance  and  judgement  of  a  good  and  lavvfull  cuftome,  that 
Prcf,  60,  husband  be  attainted  and  executed  for  a  Felony  by 
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him  committed ,  yet  fliall  his  wife  for  the  folaceofher  8 
Ioffe  and  defolation  have  her  dowry  of  his  Land,  and  alfo  Ic  ijl:can- 
the  heire  fliall  inherite  the  fame  according  to  that  old  PrfIcr*-°- 
faying '.The  Father  to  the  Bough,&  the  Son  to  ihe  Plough'd- 
though  the  common  law  by  rigorous  imputation  to  make  P;J  5  u.e. 
man  more  fearfull  to  offend  in  crimes  of  fuch  quality, 
extendeth  the  punifliment  though  not  to  the  perfons  of 
the  wife  and  children,  yet  to  their  fortune  fo  farreasit 
may  turn  to  their  utter  impoverifhment  and  difcomfort. 

In  the  City  of  7 or k  there  is  a  cuftome,  that  the  husband 
may  enfeoffe  his  wife  of  fuch  Land  as  he  fliall  purchafe, 
which  though  it  bee  againft  the  rule  of  the  common 
Law  (which  difableth  the  husband  to  convey  any  Land 
to  his  wife)  by  feoffement  or  deed ,  yet  by  force  of  the  uh.j.  1 
cuftome  it  was  adjudged  to  be  lawfull  and  effe&uall.  Al-  p“f.  6.  t, 
fo  the  cuftome  of  many  places  in  England  is, that  the  wife 
fliall  enjoy  the  whole  Land  of  her  husband  in  name  of  her 
dowry,  as  it  appeareth  by  M.  Litt.  himfelfe,  and  the  titt.ti, 
husband  cannot  by  any  cautele  or  devife  defeat  her  there-  Dowt< 
of.  And  in  fome  other  Countries  they  have  themoity 
or  tone  part ,  and  generally  by  the  common  Law  the 
third  part.  In  Northmles  the  cuftome  is  fo  beneficial! 
for  wives,  ( that  although  they  be  fure  of  their  thirds  of 
fuch  Land  as  their  husbands  fliall  chance  to  be  feifed  of 
at  any  time  during  the  mariage)  yet  are  they  to  have  the 
moity  or  tone  part,  not  onely  of  his  goods  and  movea¬ 
bles,  but  alfo  of  liisLeafes,  be  the  terms  thereof  never 
fo  long.  Not  many  yeers  ago  the  cuftome  of  Taundean  *4  Elk: 
was  alleaged  and  allowed  by  the  Court  of  the  Kings 
Bench,  that  the  husband  or  wife  whether  fo  ever  of  them 
did  happen  to  over-live  fliould  have  the  inheritance  or 
Fee-fimple  Land  of  the  other  by  furvivor,a  cuftome  ve- 
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rily  neither  contrary  toreafonnor  repugnant  to  Religi¬ 
on,  as  no  well  difpofed  or  good  husband  can  deny,  when 
he  entreth  into  confideration  of  thofe  holy  duties  and 
good  obfervances  that  are  commended  and  commanded 
RsaJthe  in  holy  Scripture.  If  then  thefe  cuftomes  bear  fway  in 
fundry  places,  and  are  publickly  approved  by  judiciall 
:a.V  ’e  fentcnces,  what  Citizen  will  be  lo  fenfelefle  ,  what  Li-n- 
dmer  fo  loofe  *,  what  Merchant  or  other  free  man  foin- 
conf  derate, and  unregardfull  of  his  own  good  efUte,and 
fo  ready  to  defile  his  own  neft,  as  once  to  attempt  or 
pra&ife  the  violation  or  breach  of  fo  good  a  cuftome  < 
What  is  he  who  feeing  the  Eftate  of  London  is  preferred 
before  ether  Cities  of  the  Land ,  by  the  benefit  and 
means  of  their  moft  profitable  cuftomes,  that  will  give  a 
dangerous  example  to  abrogate  tire  fame ,  and  to  call 
their  ufages  in  queftion  <  A  cuftome,  ifit  have  been  once 
notorioully  difeontinued,  or  interrupted^  lofeth  the  title 
and  appellation  of  a  cuftome, and  by  inftance  given  of  the 
time  when  it  was  difufed  lacketh  a  great  part  of  his  au¬ 
thority.  Then  unnaturall  or  at  leaft  wife  unadvifed  is 
See  before  that  Citizen  which  to  fervehis  private  humour  bringeth 
ofRobbe- a  generall  cuftome  either  into  queftion  by  his  fraud,  or 
ry3how  by  his  example  into  contempt.  Pernicious  alfo  is  the 
^hc'r i'  present  of  one  cuftome  called  in  queftion  to  the  ruine 

Us  tol-  of  the  reft  :  Namely ,  whenas  the  City  by  their  Coun- 
void  this  fell  in  her  Majefties  Courts  of  Wejlminfter ,  claiming  the 
^d8to  benefit  of  thei r cuftomes ,  may  beencountred  andcon- 
preferve  fronted ,  with  a  counterplea  given  by  themfelves ,  that 
their  cu-  f^ch  0f  t^ejr  own  Aldermen  and  commons  have  by  their 
ahoTrnbe  deeds  and  devifes  either  difaffirmed  or  difanulled  the 
cafe  of  the  fame.  A  pradife  as  of  great  condemnation  in  them  that 
for™  h"  do  it,  fo  no  doubt  of  great  overfight  and  incircuml'pedfi- 
c.  on  i/uhem  that  fufferit,  Bur. 


laudable  Cuftmes  0/ London.  *3 

But  fomewhat  to  (atisfle  the  idle  cavils  pretended  to 
the  contrary /aith  Come  one ,  is  not  the  generall  Law  of 
England  fa  fiic ient  to  manage  the  government  of  Lon¬ 
don  as  well  as  of  all  other  Subjects,  but  that  Londoners 
muft  hive  private  cuftomes  and  ullages  of  their  own? 

This  objection  made  by  the  enviers  or  enemies  of  the 
wealth  of  L ondon (how foe ver  they  make  fhew  to  the  con¬ 
trary  )  rather  deferveth  a  hiffe  then  a  reply ,  and  is  fuffi- 
ciently  confuted  in  the.  former  difeourfe. 

But  it  is  further  urged  by  fome  hard  husbands,  My 
wife  is  froward  and  undutifull,  and  hath  not  deferved  it. 

Shee  is  a  fool  and  cannot  rule  it.  She  will  marry  again^ 
and  enrich  fome  other  with  the  fruit  of  my  travaile. 
Wherefore  I  think  it  .  neceffary  to  abridge  her  of  that 
liberality  which  the  cuftome  doth  extend.  Alfo  my  chib 
dren  be  evill  enclined,  difobedient  or  untra&able ,  or 
fome  of  them  be.  Wherefore  I,  may  with  reafon  deprive 
them  of  the  benefit  of  this  cuftome.  Firft  to  anfwer  the 
undutifulnefs,  I  wifh  thee  whofoever  thou  art  to  fum- 
mon  and  convent  thy  felfe  to  the  tribunall  feat  of  thy 
inward  minde,  as  Saint  Augujlinc  faith,  and  to  make  con-  Aug.’m  lib. 
fcience  thy  Judge,  thy  cogitations  the  Witnelfes ,  thy 
adfionstheaccufers,  thy  memory  the  regifter  or  record' 
to  giveinevider.ee:  and  let  it  be  difculfed  inallduecir- 
cumftances,  whether  thou  did  ft  not  likewife  forget  the 
offices  of  a  good  husband  and  defraud  her  of  her  duties, 

(•  as  Saint  Paul  faith)  or  provoke  her  to  impatience  which  1  cmnth. 
the  fame  Apoftle  forbiddeth  in  thefe  words, 7^#  husbands  ca-7- 
be  loving  to  your  wives  ,  and  no  way  be  bitter  unto  them:  v'o/'ca,J* 
Which  alfo  S.  Peter  remembreth  in  advifing  husbands  to  Pcuy  e- 
dwell  with  their  wives  fincerely  and  according  to  know'- 
ledge  in  dome  honour  unto  them  as  to  the  weaker  Vef- 
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fell.  Let  it  I  fay  be  examined  in  the  confiftory  of  thy 
confcience  whether  thou  either  by  thy  fault  wittingly,  or 
negligently  by  thy  default,  or  by  thy  unkindnefs  undu¬ 
ly,  hift  caufed  her  being  the  weaker  veffell  to  bee  the 
more  intolerable.  If  thou  find  thy  felfe  condemned  by 
thy  confidence,  let  remorfe  be  thy  executioner,  anda- 
mendment  with  kindnefs  towards  thy  wife  be  thy  pe¬ 
nance  :  but  if  thou  finde  thy  felfe  guilty  of  no  want  of  af- 
fe&ion,  love  or  good  carriage  of  thy  felfe  towards  her,fo 
that  her  undutifulnefs  proceeded  of  her  felfe :  yet  I  pray 
thee  reme  nber  the  benefits  which  God  hath  given  thee 
by  her  means ,  whether  they  be  gifts  of  fortune  in  bet¬ 
tering  of  thy  eftate ,  or  efchewing  of  fin ,  by  her  lawfull 
and  comfortable  company,  or  thebleffingof  children^ 
foveraign  good  in  this  world ,  thy  children  being  the 
monuments  of  thy  life  and  being  upon  earth,  and  the  re¬ 
pay  rers  of  thy  decay.  And  let  thefe  favours  and  graces 
enjoyed  by  her  company  cover  and  countervaile  hero- 
ther  imperfections  whatfoever.  Follow  therein  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  wife  Socrates ,  who  being  demanded  how  he 
could  endure  the  continuall  fcolding  and  vexation  of  his 
wife  Xanttppe ,  likewife  asked  of  the  other  why  he  filter¬ 
ed  the  cackling  and  unpleafant  noife  of  Hens  and  T ur- 
keyes  in  his  houfe,  Becaufe  faid  the  other  they  lay  Egges 
and  breed  Chickens  for  me :  and  fo  laid  Socrates  Xantippe 
teareth  me  Children,  which  good  turn  alone  covereth 
and  difpenfeth  with  infinite  defedfs.  Callicr atides  the 
Athenian  being  demanded  why  hee  a  man  fo  nobly  de- 
fcended ,  but  having  matched  with  a  bafe  7 hefjalian  wo¬ 
man, yet  by  his  laft  Will  bequeathed  unto  her  all  his  fub- 
ffance,  leaving  his  other  friends  and  kinsfolkes  unregar¬ 
ded:  becaufe  (faid  he )  (he  is  my  wife,  meaning  that  Ihee 

who 


6y 


laudable  Cujlomes  of  London. 

who  was  by  his  judgement  and  choice  made  worthy  to 
be  his  wife,  lhould  bee  unworthy  of  nothing  that  was  his. 

Which  may  alfo  fatisfie  that  iecond  point  of  fuppofed 
folly  in  the  wife,  &  want  of  difcretion  to  marital  fo  great 
a  proportion  of  wealth ,  as  the  cuftome  will  give  her. 
Wherefore  wouldeft  thou  mary  with  a  fool ,  if  thou 
thoughteft  her  unworthy  of  the  rights  of  mariage  i  then 
feeing  thy  choice  hath  eftopped  thyTeftimony  of  her 
folly,  thy  duty  towards  thy  wife  fhall  binde  thee  to  fa¬ 
vour  and  conceale  her  weakenefs ,  and  to  perform  that 
which  the  cuftome  pronounceth  to  be  convenient.lt  can¬ 
not  be  evill  beftowed  upon  her ,  whofe  right  by  cuftome 
demandeth  it ,  and  whofe  eftate  and  imperfections  have 
need  of  it ,  whereas  if  the  husband  may  be  permitted  by 
this  colour  to  defeat  his  wife ,  many  inconveniences  and 
diforders  might  enfue. . 

Firft  a  general!  cuftome,  which  is  as  alfo  a  generally" /*' 
Law, never  provided  for  fuch  rare  accidents  as  ieldome  2wfad'ea 
fall  in  experience, but  for  things  that  ordinarily  and  com-  quce  fre~ 
monly  happen ,  fliould  be  broken ,  to  the  generall  fcan-  (Jlientim 
dale  and  offenfive  example  of  all  through  the  inhability  rml'cci- 
of  one ,  which  were  a  thing  unreafonable.  Likewife  then  dunt- 
might  husbands,  (if  that  were  admitted  for  a  juft  allega-  Banous* 
tion)  eafily  devife  and  publifh  that  or  fome  other  imper¬ 
fection  to  be  in  their  wives,  and  thereby  bereave  them  of 
their  right.  No  more  then  it  is  a  juft  counterplea  or 
barre  to  a  womans  dower  to  alleage  that  (he  is  a 
fool,  no  more  is  the  imputation  of  fuch  fimplicity  honeft 
and  fufficient  to  exclude  her  from  her  Portion.  No  it  is 
well  faidand  tnaintained  fora  Maxime  in  the  Common 
Law,  Better  it  is  to  fnffer  a  mifcbiefe  then  an  inconvenience . 

LefTe  harmful!  and  hateful!  it  is  for  a  naan  to  fwallow 
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twenty  of  thefe  light  offences ,  and  to  digefl;  fundry  of 
thefe  pretenfed  lcruples  ,  then  by  violating  of  a  cuff  ome 
no  leffe  common  then  commendable  to  leave  to  polteri- 
ty  art  odious  memory  and  obloquie  of  his  name. 

The  laft  objection  againff  wives  is  no  lefTe  ridiculous 
then  Tyrannicall,  grounded  upon  an  unjuff  defire  to  re- 
ftrain  them  from  manage.  Mariage  is  an  honourable 
Ordinance  of  God ,  fit  and  neceffary  for  all  perfons  dif- 
poled  thereunto,  to  the  avoiding  of  finne,  and  mainte¬ 
nance  of  a  comfortable  and  fociable  Chrifl  ian  life.  T  o 
reft  rain  or  prohibit  the  fame  either  in  maides  or  widows, 
riw.ep.i.  ( as  Saint  Vaul  faith)  is  the  doctrine  of  divells.  And  to 
“•g  ,  6  indent  or  condition  with  any  that  he  or  fhe  fhall  not  ma- 
ry,  is  a  condition  limited  againft  Law ,  and  by  the  fame 
pronounced  unlawfull  and  unreafonable.  Make  it  thine 
own  cafe ,  admit  thou  dideft  match  with  a  wealthy  wife, 
whofe  furniture  and  riches  hath  increafed  thy  Eftate ,  if 
God  fhould  call  for  her ,  wouldeft  thou  in  a  kinde  memo- 
riall  of  the  benefits  attained  by  her  meanes ,  make  thy 
felfe  a  votary  to  live  unmaried  <  Do  thofe  which  mary 
great  Heires  being  women ,  and  after  their  wives  deaths 
enjoy  their  whole  inheritance  by  the  curtefie  of  England, 
making  their  wives  heires  to  expedt  during  their  lives, 
take  it  for  any  matter  of  confcience  or  lcruple  to  mary 
again  <  Unlefte  it  be  in  fome  place  where  the  force  of  the 
cuftome  and  the  benefit  of  the  living  joyned  together 
work  a  contrary  refolution  in  fome  husbands :  which  cu- 
i<5e.  j.  ftome  annexed  to  Gavelkmde  Lands  in  Kent  and  other 
places  is  of  this  quality,  that  the  husband  fhall  after  the 
aid  1 44.  dcceafe  of  his  wile  be  T  enant  by  the  curtefie  of  her  land 
as  long  as  he  remaineth  unmaried ,  whether  he  have  iftue 
by  her  or  not:  but  upon  his  next  mariage  fhall  utterly 
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forgo  all  his  intereft  therein.  A  cuftome  therefore  the 
lefle  unreafonable  becaufe  the  reftraint  of  mariage  of  the 
one  fide  is  countervailed  by  the  beneficiall  favour  of  the 
other  fide  to  have  the  land  by  the  curtefie  without  ifliie, 
and  alfo  for  that  hee  is  to  deprive  the  next  Heire  of  his 
wife,  who  perchance  hath  been  maried  with  him  but  few 
moneths  or  dayes ,  of  the  profit  and  commodity  of  the 
whole  Land  during  his  life.  But  chiefely  becaufe  it  is  a 
cuftom  grounded  and  grown  in  contimiance  to  fuch  reli¬ 
gious  obfervation  and  regard ,  that  it  feemeth  an  offence 
of  confcience  to  infringe  it.But  in  our  cafe  fithence  there 
is  neither  cuftome  nor  confcience  to  warrant  thy  will, 
why  fhouldeft  thou  then  feem  toquarrellwith  the  law- 
full  liberty  of  thy  wife,if  fhe  furvive  thee,  (lie  being  weak 
by  kinde  and  education ,  and  thereby  lefle  able  to  dired 
her  occafions,  and  govern  her  eftate  without  a  compani¬ 
on  and  coadjutor  <  no,on  Gods  name  referre  her  to  her 
own  choice  and  confcience  therein ,  and  make  it  no  pre- 
tenfe  and  colour  to  abridge  her  of  her  right,  becaufe  ftiee 
feemeth  inclinable  unto  that ,  which  God  hath  ordained, 
and  all  men  and  women  d ^embrace.  As  to  the  fear  and 
fufpicion  pretended ,  that  another  in  matching  with  thy 
wife  ihould  be  enriched  by  thy  travaile ,  what  fhould 
move  thee  to  make  that  luperftitious  account  of  thy 
goods  when  thou  art  gone  <  Were  they  any  longer  thine, 
then  while  thou  hadft  life  and  licence  to  employ  them  ? 
Thou  muft  needs  know  and  acknowledge  befides  thy 
daily  experience,  by  the  very  Etymologie  and  fignifica- 
tion  of  the  word ,  the  true  nature  and  quality  of  the 
thing.  Thefe  worldly  goods  are  called  temporall,  be- 
caule  they  ferve  one  but  for  a  time  *,  they  are  termed 
tranfitory ,  for  that  their  property  is  fleeting  from  one 
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owner  unto  an  other  *,  they  are  named  moveable  or  cur¬ 
rent,  becaufe  all  their  grace  and  credite  is  in  running  and 
removing  into  divers  hands ,  according  to  that  rude  and 
old  ( but  yet  true)  Latme  rime. 

Omnia,  mundana  ye?  vices funt  alien  ay 
Nunc  meajiunc  hujus  ,  pojl  mortem  funt  alter  ms. 

7 his  worldly  wealth  each  day  doth  change 
7 heir  cwners  as  we  Jee, 

Ntnv  mine ,  now  his ,  and  after  death 
An  others  goods  they  be. 

Then  fithence  thy  wealth  hath  waited  upon  thee  all  thy 
life  long ,  wouldeft  thou  require  the  fame  to  reft  at  thy 
devotion  after  thy  death  i  If  that  feem  impertinent  and 
unprofitable  unto  thee,then  relinquiili  this  care  and  fuf- 
fer  the  goods  of  this  world  to  have  their  naturall  courfe 
and  condition,  which  is  to  be  ftill  in  exchange,  paffage, 
and  polling  from  hand  to  hand ,  ferving  all  men,  ut  pere- 
Hkmy-  grinationis  viaticum ,  That  is,  A  Pilgrims  charge  or  defray - 
thus  in  E -  ment  in  his  journey ,  as  Saint  Hierome  termeth  it.  And 
pl  *  addrefs  thy  minde  to  the  defire  of  fuch  goods  as  are  nei- 
their-  temporal, tranfitory,cu»ent  nor  moveable, but  per- 
petuall,  permanent,  conftant,  and  not onely immutable 
but  ineftimable. 

But  finally  to  fatisfie  the  laft  objection  againft  thy 
children,  I  wifti  thee  to  look  back  unto  that  I  have  faia, 
that  thou  mayeft  not  for  a  private  injury  or  difpleafure, 
feem  as  much  as  lyeth  in  thee  to  fupplant  and  abrogate  a 
publick  cuftome,  tothenoleffe  prejudice  then  offence 
of  a  great  number  that  have  intereft  therein.  In  enrich¬ 
ing  thy  Son, thou  doft  difcharge  the  duty  of  a  naturall  fa¬ 
ther  towards  him ,  which  if  hee  prodigally  or  wickedly 
mifpend  or  abufe,he  carryeth  his  own  condemnation  and 
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proveth  a  wilfull  enemy  to  himfelfe.  The  good  father  , 
mentioned  in  the  Goipell ,  who  at  the  fuite  of  his  un- 
dutifull  and  difobedient  Son,  (that  would  needs  abandon 
the  fervice  and  attendance  on  his  father  to  run  the  courfe 
of  an  extravagant  Libertine  with  lewd  company)  gave 
him  a  great  portion  of  his  wealth,  is  not  any  way  blamed 
by  our  Saviour  for  that  indulgence ,  but  rather  recom¬ 
mended  to  all  pofterity  as  a  true  Pattern  of  a  kind  father. 

Saint  Paul  commandeth  the  father  to  be  well  affe&ed  to  col. c.j. 
his  children ,  and  no  way  to  difcourage  them.  What 
may  breed  greater  difcouragement  or  difcontentment 
in  any  childe ,  then  to  fee  himfelfe  by  the  place  of  his 
birth,  and  the  good  fortune  of  the  City  intitled  to  the 
commodity  of  a  good  cuftome,  and  yet  injurioufly  by 
his  own  father,  (whofe  affection  fhould  be  alwayes  occu¬ 
pied  and  earneft  in  procuring  the  good  of  his  children) 
difappointed  of  his  hope  &  defrauded  of  his  right.  And  as 
well  as  fome  having  juft  caufe  of  difpleafure  againft  their 
Sonne  and  childe,  may  in  this  unlawfull  and  diforderly 
fort  pra&ife  their  revenge,  fomay  fome  other  inconfi- 
derate  and  wilfull  father  upon  a  conceipt  taken  againft  a 
good  Sonne  and  of  fingular  defert ,  for  that  he  concur¬ 
red  not  with  him  in  fome  humour  or  dilpofition ,  moft 
wrongfully  diftrefte  and  undo  him  by  fuch  a  prefident. 

Thus  the  mifchiefes  obje&ed  on  the  one  fide  are  light 
and  of  fmall  moment ,  whereas  the  inconveniences  ap¬ 
parent  on  the  other  fide  be  manifold  and  of  dangerous 
confequence. 

I  will  not  vouchfafe  to  anfwer  that  undifcreet  Sarcaf 
mu*  or  bitter  fcoffe  that  fome  ufe,  We  may  play  our  wealth 
at  dice  without  offence  to  the  cuffome ,  wherefore  jlwuldwee 
not  then  difpofe  the  jame  from  our  wife  and  children  by  our 
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deeds  of  gift  <  This  amounteth  to  as  much  as  if  a  maried 
man  would  fay,  I  may  commit  felony  or  treafon,  and 
be  attainted  and  hanged  therefore,  and  then  the  Law 
giveth  my  wife  no  dower,  nor  my  heire  no  patrimony, 
then  why  (hould  Inotinreafon  ufe  my  difcretion  with 
the  Lana  without  incumbrance  by  the  one,  or  injury  to 
the  other  *  Match  thefe  two  cafes  together  with  judge- 
ment,  and  thou  {halt  perceive  they  have  a  fenfible  con¬ 
currency  in  their  addrefs  and  application  to  this  purpofe. 
It  is  well  faid  by  the  Poet. 

iljiwat  exemplumquod litem  Lite  refolvit. 

The  example  of  one  wilfull  or  wicked  aCt  giveth  no 
juft  countenance  or  allowance  to  another.  Let  fo  much 
laid  to  thy  objections  take  fome  place  to  alter  thine  hu¬ 
mour,  or  at  leaft  be  a  preparative  for  thine  own  reafon  in 
the  fear  of  God  to  purge  thee  of  the  fame. 

But  to  conclude  this  fhort  difcourfe  with  one  confi- 
deration  of  great  importance,  I  wifli  thee  to  confider, 
that  this  City  of  London  is  and  hath  been  happilypre- 
ferved  in  this  flouriffiing  profperity  by  the  wife  and  po¬ 
litick  confent  that  all  and  alwayes  the  particulars  have 
had  to  increafe  the  generall  good  eftate  thereof,thinking 
it  their  duty  as  they  got  and  acquired  their  fubftance  in 
this  City,  lo  alfo  to  {pend  and  defray  it  in  the  fame  :  in- 
fomuchthat  whatfoever  falleth  from  the  one  commeth 
and  groweth  unto  another ,  and  by  alteration  of  private 
fortunes  ( as  chances  and  changes  of  times  doe  require 
from  one  Citizen  to  another)  the  generall  eftate  hath 
flourifhed,  and  never  wanted  particular  men  of  wealth 
and  ability  to  fuftain  the  offices  and  functions  of  the' 
City.  Upon  which  confideration  by  moft  laudable  and 
antient  Cuftome,  the  Lord  Maior  and  Senate  of  iw- 
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don  have  been  and  are  intitled  to  the  tuition  and  cuftody 
of  young  Orphans  and  their  goods,  and  likewife  are  made 
acquainted  by  ordinary  good  means  of  inventarics 
taken  and  produced,  what  fubftance  and  wealth  each 
man  dyeth  poifeffed  of,  to  the  intent  that  although  that 
'•man  which  by  his  good  travaile  and  T rade  hath  grown 
to  be  rich  among  them,  be  departed  hence,  yet  his  goods 
may  remain  as  among  his  wife  and  children  in  ufe  and 
property,  fo  to  the  generall  ftrength  of  this  City  in  ac¬ 
count  and  reckoning.  For  wee  often  fee  that  one  rich 
mans  wealth  pafieth  to  the  increale  of  the  good  eftate  of 
another  Citizen,  either  by  mariage  of  the  widow ,  or  of 
the  Orphan  :  fo  that  the  City  though  deprived  of  a 
member  or  inhabitant, yet  is  not  deftitute  of  fuch  as  may 
difchargehis  employment  and  place.  Whereas  if  this 
pernicious  pradtife  and  uncharitable  liberty  might  take 
root  by  deeds  of  gifts  and  cautelous  conveyance  to 
Grangers,  not  onely  the  wife  and  children  maybedf 
ftreffed,  but  alfo  the  ftate  of  the  City  much  weakened, 
and  in  danger  of  a  great  difreputation  and  decay,  from 
that  that  it  hath  bin  and  yet  is.For  if  it  be  adjudged  law- 
full  in  one,  of  what  degree  foever  he  be, it  is  neither  im- 
pofiible  nor  unlikely ,  that  the  fame  will  be  ufed  by  ma¬ 
ny,  and  confequently  may  be  praciifed  by  all :  which  if 
it'befall,  what  will  become  of  the  happy  condition  of 
this  City ,  it  is  not  hard  to  conjedfure.  I  mean  not  to 
extend  my  fpeech  to  the  prejudice  of  any  true  debts  that 
a  man  oweth  without  fraud  or  collufion  ,  feeing  the  cu- 
ltome  very  providently  careth  for  the  difcharge  thereof 
but  my  purpofe  is  to  diffwade  men  from  evill  example, 
from  infolent  violation  of  good  cuftomes ,  and  from  o- 
dious  and  unfeemly  pradifes  of  deceit  and  evill  meaning 
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towards  their  wives  and  children  :  Which  perfwafionl 
would  wilh  all  profelTors  of  the  Law  ferioufly  and  care¬ 
fully  to  ufe  and  enforce  to  their  clients, being  Citizens  of 
London ,  as  in  good  confcience  and  difcretion  they  ought 
to  do. 

& 

AnApo-  Blame  not  my  bold  entetprife  (gentle  Reader)  nor 
fo  the C  repr°ve  my  fimple  cenfure  herein  prefented  unto  thee, 
Reader,  which  might  I  know  both  for  the  matter  &  manner  of  it 
motive  of  ^ave  been  by  any  other,  and  perchance  by  my  felfe  more 
thi°s  Trea-  largely  and  effectually  delivered :  if  the  opportunity  of 
tife.  my  leafure  might  have  anfwered  the  quality  of  the  argu¬ 
ment  which  I  had  in  hand.  But  fearing  left  I  fhould 
with  too  long  a  difcourfe  in  fo  plain  a  propofition  breed 
more  lothfomnefs  then  liking,  I  would  not ,  for  want  of 
leafure  I  might  not,  and  if  I  had  had  time  at  will  I  mind¬ 
ed  not  (  feeing  for  any  urgent  occafion,  the  error  being 
yet  frelh,  the  praCtife  rare  and  not  grown  to  an  enormi¬ 
ty,  I  needed  not )  but  in  a  word  or  two  to  make  thee  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  caufe  that  moved  me  to  addrelfe  thefe 
few  reafons  to  thy  gentle  view,  So  it  happened,  that  I 
being  in  company  and  conference  with  fome  perfons 
(though  otherwife  wife  &  wel-affeCted, yet  in  this  matter 
ftrangely  conceited )  it  chanced  that  the  lawf  ulneffe  and 
conveniency  of  this  cuftome  came  in  queftion  and  de¬ 
bate  among  us,  and  was  by  fome  of  them  (being  men  for 
fufficiency ,  of  great  opinion ,  and  for  countenance  and 
crediteof  good  apparance  and  regard  in  the  City)  fo 
preffed  with  objections ,  that  the  moft  part  of  thofe 
which  wereprefent  feemed  toencline  to  that  perfvvafion. 
Wherefore  left  the  authority  of  the  men  might  the  foo- 
ner  feduce  the  fnnple  multitude  unto  their  error,  and  for 

that 


75 


laudable  Cuflomes  of  London. 

that  I  thought  it  a  charitable  policy  to  prevent  the  peri^ 
in  the  prime,  before  it  grew  to  a  fettering  fore  tor  incura" 
ble  evill,  according  to  the  Poet  Ovids  advife, 

Principus  obfafero  me  die  in  a  paratur , 

Cam  mala  per  longas  invalttere  moras , 

VVithfland  at  fir  ft  the  Ringing  evill 
VFith  medicines  fit  therefore , 

Too  late  it  is  to  take  the  cure 
of  old  and fe fired fore . 

I  thought  good  to  apply  this  fimple  Receipt  of  reafon 
to  the  minds  of  all  fuch  as  fhall  chance  to  be  diftempered 
be  thefe  ditfwafions :  hoping  that  they  will  yeeld  me  that 
friendly  requitall  of  good  conftrudfion,  which  my  offer- 
red  good  will  may  feem  to  deferve :  and  although  I  keep 
my  felfe  unnamed,  and  unknown,  it  may  pleafe  them  to 
have  this  opinion  of  me, no  more  favourable  then  reafon- 
able ,  that  he  which  is  well  devoted  to  the  defence  of 
good  cuftomes,is  rather  to  be  juttified  in  his  good  mean¬ 
ing,  then  condemned  or  held  fufpe&ed  of  any  finifter 
conceipt. 
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